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BETHEL CHURCH 

Dunrobin Street, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 4NA 

Minister’s report to the trustees for the year ending 5th April 2025 

This is my twenty-fifth report as chair of trustees, and I am pleased to report that Bethel 

continues in its mission to support the local community in a variety of ways. 

Local community involvement 

Bethel’s Thursday three course lunch, including colouring and craft activities, continues to be 

successful with an average weekly attendance of more than 70 people. Since September we 

have seen an increase in the number of people with learning disabilities attending from 

across the city including Newcastle and Hanley. During February and March numbers have 

increased to over 80 attendees with a maximum of 97 people attending for two of these 

weeks.  

On 18th June BBC Radio Stoke and BBC News held and recorded a hustings debate for the 

Stoke South MP candidates at Bethel. On 9th November Bethel held a BBQ and 

entertainment evening which was attended by 121 people and raised £516.50. 

 Our Christmas meal on Thursday 12th December was attended by 120 people and the 

Christmas party as well as the Christmas Eve Carol Service were well supported. We again 

helped Swan Bank Church with the provision of their Christmas meals.  

Bethel continues to partner with Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank as a distribution centre on 

Wednesday mornings and on 8th November we hosted Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank’s AGM 

providing food for 120 people. Also, on Wednesday mornings advice and information about 

services in Stoke-on-Trent can be accessed through the Community Lounge at Bethel.  

Additionally, we work closely with local police, councillors, schools, and other organisations 

in providing food, provisions and household goods to those who need them. Bethel’s charity 

shop continues to support the community by providing affordable clothing and household 

goods and we are grateful for all the generous donations which help to make this possible. 
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Bethel church 

The number of people attending Bethel’s Sunday morning service remains steady and we 

have seen several new people. Upgrades to the building have included the refurbishment of 

the chairs used in both the Sunday Service and week-day activities.  

Funding, grants, and donations 

We are grateful for the companies and individuals who support Bethel with regular finances 

as well as donations of food, toiletries, and other goods.   

This year generous food donations were received from Sandford Hill Primary School and a 

Harvest donation from Alexandra Junior School. For Christmas £100 worth of food was 

received from Argos to support the families in need in our area and in March we received a 

donation of frozen food from Farmfoods.  

Once again Bethel was one of the charities nominated by the Community Champion at Tesco 

Longton Extra for the Tesco Community Christmas Gift Appeal. Additionally, donations of 

food and toys were received from Step up Stoke and TWIST. 

Throughout the year regular food and other essentials have been received from Tesco 

(Longton Extra, Meir Hay Express, and Meir Park), NISA Stoke, Farmfoods, LIDL, KFC Meir, 

TWIST, and Pak Foods Dresden. These are supplemented by fortnightly deliveries from 

Fareshare Midlands. These donations have helped Bethel provide an average of 350 meals to 

individuals and families every week. We really appreciate those who are willing to partner 

with us in this valuable work.   

Financial donations have included £317.50 for a sponsored Zip Wire challenge, £500.00 

Ward Funding from Councillor Lilian Dodd towards the Christmas meal, £324.01 from 

Florence Residents’ Association, £70 for grip bars at the entrance of the church, £100.00 

from TWIST, £1075.00 from Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank, and £200.00 from The Grand Charity. 

We have also received various donations from individuals which have helped Bethel to 

continue its work.    
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Conclusion 

Whilst these remain difficult times for many people, we are grateful to all those who 

continue to support Bethel through finances, prayer, various donations, and volunteering. 

This year has seen an increase in financial receipts of £14695.24 and a decrease in 

expenditure of £9963.42. This has resulted in a surplus for the year of £8845.19. Bethel 

continues to be committed to supporting the local community in whatever ways possible.  










