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BETHEL CHURCH 

Dunrobin Street, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 4NA 

Minister’s report to the trustees for the year ending 5th April 2023 

This is my twenty-third report as chair of trustees. This year Bethel has continued to increase 

its local community involvement, numbers of people attending our weekly events are 

steadily increasing, and we continue to forge new links and partnerships with individuals and 

organisations. 

Local community involvement 

Over the year the number of people attending Bethel’s Thursday three course lunch has 

increased to between fifty and sixty per week. New connections have been made with 

organisations who provide supported living accommodation for people with disabilities and 

the craft sessions for people with learning disabilities has seen a steady increase in numbers 

with up to seventeen people taking part each week. On Thursday 15th December eighty 

people attended Bethel’s Christmas meal and entertainment was provided by the local 

ukulele band, ‘Uke ‘n’ Sing’. Bethel was also able to support Swan Bank with the provision of 

their Christmas Day meals.   

On Wednesday mornings, Bethel remains a distribution centre for Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank. 

On Friday 13th May we hosted Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank’s 10 year celebration for its staff and 

volunteers. A buffet was provided and over ninety people attended. On 4th November Bethel 

hosted Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank’s AGM and provided hot food for ninety people. A further 

hundred meals were provided for Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank for its open day in December. 

During the winter months Bethel was part of the ‘Stronger Together Through Winter’ 

initiative and, partnering with Stoke-on-Trent City Council, is one of the ‘Welcoming Spaces’ 

which provides support to local residents. In December Bethel became a member of 

Coalfields community investment programme’s practical support initiative and one of 

Coalfields’ representatives partnered with us for a short period of time at our Thursday 

lunch. 

Bethel’s charity shop continues to provide good quality clothes and household goods etc. for 

very reasonable prices. We work closely with local police, councillors, schools, and 
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organisations to provide items for those who need additional support. All this is made 

possible because of the generous donations received. 

Bethel church 

This year has seen a steady increase in the number of people attending Bethel’s Sunday 

morning service, including young families. The Resurrection Breakfast took place on Easter 

Sunday, and it was attended by over fifty people. The people who attended were from the 

wide range of weekly activities as well as the Sunday service congregation. 

To celebrate the Queen’s 70th Jubilee ‘Big Lunch’ on Sunday 5th June a roast dinner was 

served to sixty-four people. Again, this included people from all aspects of Bethel’s 

community work as well as new people who have since started to regularly attend the 

Sunday services. 

During October and November, we ran the eight-week course Christianity Explored which 

was well attended. This was followed by a baptismal service in December and a dedication 

of one of the young children who has started attending with their family. 

On 20th November we held a ‘thank you’ party for everyone who has supported Bethel over 

recent years. This event included live music by the Bethel Band and a buffet. Over one 

hundred people attended. 

The Christmas party on Sunday 11th December was a time of celebration and fun and was 

attended by fifty people. Bethel’s carol service on 18th December was combined with a 

baptismal service and was a time of blessing for all involved. 

Funding, grants, and donations 

Donations have included £200 from MADL, £500 from Populus Housing, and £100 from the 

Masonic Charitable Foundation. Councillor Lilian Dodd provided £500 Ward Funding towards 

the cost of Bethel’s community Christmas meal. 

Regular food and other essentials have been received from Tesco (Longton Extra, Meir Hay 

Express, and occasional donations from Meir Park), LIDL, Farmfoods, TWIST, KFC Meir, and 

Pak foods Dresden. Donations have also been received from DHL Nisa Stoke. These 

donations are all valuable in helping Bethel continue its work supporting people in our local 
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area. Also, the fortnightly deliveries from Fareshare have contributed additional supplies. 

Throughout this year we have been providing between three to four hundred meals every 

week and have partnered with other individuals and organisations who have the same 

passion to help those who are in need in our area. 

We are extremely grateful to Sandford Hill Primary School for providing milk and donating 

their Harvest contributions to Bethel. On Friday 9th September Bethel received 380 Walker’s 

pies from Stoke Football Club after cancellation of the match following the death of Queen 

Elizabeth II. Also, the Community Champion at Tesco Longton Extra nominated Bethel as one 

of the charities and we received numerous chocolate eggs in their Easter Egg Appeal.  

At Christmas Bethel was again one of the charities nominated in the Tesco and Aspire’s 

Christmas Toy Appeal. Additionally, donations of food and toys for Christmas were received 

from ‘Step up Stoke’ and TWIST. 

Conclusion 

We are grateful to all those who have supported Bethel this financial year through various 

donations, finances, prayer, and volunteering. Whilst this year has shown a financial deficit 

of £621.64, Bethel remains committed to supporting the local community. 






