
Annual Report of Church Officers 2021

The following church groups have submitted reports for 2020 - 21 :  

 Media 

It has often been repeated that the Church is the body of believers not just the 
building.  When we are encouraged in Hebrews 10 v 24-25 not to give up 
meeting together in order to spur each other on, it’s very easy, under normal 
circumstances, to equate that with attending the building and engaging in 
meetings and services; It’s where we gather, where we meet, where we have 
fellowship and where we join with others in corporate acts of worship and have 
communion with each other.  But the circumstances of this past 18 months have 
been anything but normal.  ‘Meeting’ has taken on a new, extended, meaning 
and we have all needed to learn new skills in order to continue to gather in such 
a way that we are able to continue to worship, fellowship and commune with 
each other, and spur each other on in our faith.  The media team have been an 
active part of providing creative solutions throughout this period and we thank 
the Pastor and Church Council for working with us to find and fund the solutions, 
and to ZN for attending to the necessary administrative tasks to make them 
happen.

Whilst this is not an exhaustive list, this will hopefully give you a flavour of our 
involvement throughout the various phases of the church’s response to the 
various lockdown restrictions:

Phase 1 - Pastor Phil Solo Broadcasts from home

● Recording and distributing audio recordings for message on CD to those 
not able to access the online content

● Recording several worship sessions and producing lyric videos of our 
worship team for use in broadcasts

● Creating an ipad/mobile solution for those without internet access at home
to be able engage with Sunday services, prayer meetings and Joy.

Phase 2 - Broadcast from the building to homes

● Design and build a live broadcast solution so that weekly services could be
broadcast from the church building.

● Install a new network in the church building to protect the integrity of the 
broadcast.

● Integrate the broadcast system with the current sound system to improve 
audio quality

Phase 3 - Hybrid meetings (in-person + at-home)

● Move the broadcast system into the sound room



● Evaluate and install new multi-positional camera to improve video content.

I would like to place on record my thanks to both SB and MP for their constant 
support, each and every week, and for their willingness to learn and operate new
systems in order to keep the church meetings operational.  Thanks also to ZN 
who has stepped in several times to help when I have not been available.  If 
anyone has an interest in joining the team, please do let me know.

 

Ignite (Alternate Friday evenings) 

Ignite is a Christian Youth Group for school years 7 – 11, that’s Secondary school 
age 11 to 16 years of age.   Our aim is to provide a safe environment for the 
young people, to give them a fun time, but also to share with them the gospel 
message, and bring them into a relationship with Christ and into the church. 

We started 2020 off with mostly church family children, averaging about 12 
young people each fortnightly meeting.  In March 2020 when we went into 
lockdown, this made the normal format for ignite very difficult. We tried a couple 
of ideas on-line, but it was not possible to maintain this on a regular basis.  

We tried to launch a mental health discussion group called Kintsugi for this age 
group at the beginning of 2021, but the uptake was insufficient to make it 
practical. 

We are currently still trying to relaunch some form of young people work within 
the church and are also advertising for a youth worker through the SWYM (South 
West Youth Missions) agency.  

      

Slam (Thursday evening)

SLAM (Serve God Love others And Make a joyful noise) continued to be held on a 
Thursday from 6-7PM in term time, for children age 4 to school year 6 (Age 11).

Once again, SLAM being held owes much to the help and support given by its 
volunteers.

In light of COVID 19 and the suspension of in person meetings, the SLAM leaders 
endeavoured to make an online version of SLAM available. These were pre-
recorded, containing songs, games, Bible lessons (told in various ways) and 
having its very own dedicated news channel! 

Prior to the online versions airing, the children who attend SLAM received a home
visit with a flyer and small goodie bag. There were opportunities to talk to some 
of the children and their parents. This was appreciated. 

Though not able to air weekly, between May 2020 and August 2021, a total of 
sixteen SLAM online versions became available to view. They too, covered the 
festivals of Christmas and Easter, and SLAM’s alternative to Halloween, SLAM 
Dazzle.



Kids Church (Sunday morning )

Kids Church was held during the Sunday morning service when the church was 
open. We welcomed all children from ages 4 to years 7 (and 3 years old if 
parents attended church). Approximately 15 children attended each week.

At the end of March 2020 we went into lockdown due to Covid 19. During the 
lockdown we provided activity packs for the children, including bible stories to 
read or watch on Youtube. Also activity sheets or a craft relating to the bible 
story.  We looked Super heroes in the Bible. Including Jesus, Mary, Daniel and 
David. 

At the Easter we had some of the children record videos of the Easter story for 
the Easter service. 

Kid’s church started again back in the church on May 9th 2021, looking at the 
story of Paul. During this time, we had 7 children attend, with the children 
staying in the service until preaching time, staying together in one group.    

Little Angels 

In April this year after much working around Covid restrictions we 
launched 2 groups for the under 5s:

Mini Angels for pre-crawling babies, and Muddy Angels, an outdoor group 
aimed at toddlers and any younger siblings too. With limited numbers, we 
decided to keep Mini Angels to the parents and babies that joined in the 
first 2 weeks. This meant that we had 9 families consistently attend 
between April and July. Mini Angels featured free play, songs and 
refreshments for adults. We also ensured each week we were available to 
chat and get to know the mums and babies (Dads/carers were welcome 
but we found Mums and a Granny were our regulars!) We were intentional 
about offering prayer within the group and via prayer slips which was 
taken up every week brilliantly. Everyone said how relaxed and at ease 
and welcomed they felt. As far as we are aware, no one had previous links
to our Church / groups. We have invited all these families to join us in 
September.

Muddy Angels featured lots of outdoor story/crafts/exploring using the 
Salvation Army 'Get OWT' material, and always included a link to God's 
creation, a prayer, some music with Christian content and a story-time 
'blessing' at the end. We reached over 30 different families, the majority 
of whom had not been linked with the Church before, and many that 
travelled from well outside Coleford to join us. We had around 8-10 



families that attended on repeated occasions and we had brilliant 
feedback especially from them.

Going forward in September we are continuing a 2 group format, 
alternating each group, as we have found the ability to build relationship 
with the families at Mini Angels in this age group (and smaller) context 
was really powerful. Both groups will be indoors at the church with some 
outdoor Muddy Angels sessions every half term/term when we are able. 
We are keen to ensure we have helpers that can be a consistent, friendly 
and familiar face to chat to, and to give support to parents and little ones 
as needed.

Our aim with both groups is to serve the local families, providing a safe, 
warm and welcoming haven, the motivation being that we are sharing the 
love of God and His care for them through us and the groups. Please 
speak to GW/SM if you could consider helping - this could be in the form of
prayer, writing welcome cards, preparing crafts or at the group or special 
events.

Joy (Thursday morning)

JOY – Just Older Youth is just that. It is a department within Mount of 
Olives Coleford that focuses on those of senior age. 
A JOY meeting is held each Thursday, and comprises of a cooked lunch 
followed by a time of praise and worship, Unfortunately JOY was 
suspended after 12th March 2020 because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
On the 2nd Thursday each month a prayer, coffee and cake morning was 
held in place of the normal meeting.
Contact has been maintained with this group throughout the pandemic 
by telephone calls and visitation. 
Where invited, communion has been held.
A Christmas gift was given to each member of the group. Each also 
receives a birthday card.
To maintain some continuity with the group videos sharing prayer, bible 
reading, older style worship songs, a quiz and ministry have been 
prepared on a 2-4 weekly basis. These have been shared on YouTube. 
On 5th August 2021 JOY had Afternoon Tea to meet together again and 
renew acquaintances after the pandemic. 
It is planned to restart the “normal regular service” of JOY in early 
September and hoping that others will join the group adding to the 30 
or so who usually attend. 
Thanks must expressed to the workers who, diligently, make JOY 
possible.
JOY, I believe remains a vital part of the Mount of Olives church in 
Coleford.










































































