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HOUGHTON REGIS MEMORIAL HALL FUND

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT

FOR YEAR ENDING 31st JULY 2024


FULL NAME:	 	 Houghton Regis Memorial Hall Fund


REGISTERED CHARITY:  1045459


PRINCIPAL ADDRESS:         Houghton Regis Memorial Hall

	 	 	            The Green

	 	 	 	 Houghton Regis

	 	 	 	 Dunstable

	 	 	 	 Bedfordshire  LU55DX


BANKERS:	 LLOYDS BANK PLC


TRUSTEES 

The following individuals served on the Committee during the year 2023/2024.


Mr K.Wattingham	 	 Chairman	 	 	 	 Current

Mr D.Hill	 	 	 Vice Chairman/Temporary Treasurer  Current

Vacant Position	 	 Treasurer

Mrs L.Brinkley		             Minute Secretary	 	 	 Current

Mrs R.Paterson	 	 Organisation Representative	 	 Current

Mr R.Paterson		             Organisation Representative	 	 Current

Mrs C.Harris	 	 	 Organisation Representative	 	 Current

Mr S.Riddel	 	 	 Public Representative   	 	 Left

Mrs C.Forber	 	 	 Public Representative		 	 Current

Mrs H.Chambers	 	 Public Representative                        Current

Mr. M.Wattingham      	 Public Representative		 	 Current

Mrs Y.Farrell	 	 	 Town Council Representative		 Current

Mrs E.Cooper		 	 Town Council Representative		 Left

Mr J.Carroll	 	 	 Town Council Representative		 Current


BOOKING SECRETARY & SITE MANAGER 

Mrs Julie Cawthorne	 


INDEPENDANT EXAMINER  

Mr Dudley Smy   15 Kingsbury Gardens, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU4 4PX	 


GOVERNANCE & MANAGEMENT 

The Charity is operated under the rules of it's Trust Deed adopted on the 7th of 
August 1946: as amended by the rules adopted on the 30th, of October 2018.




HOUGHTON REGIS MEMORIAL HALL FUND

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT

FOR YEAR ENDING 31st JULY 2024


SUMMARY OF THE MAIN ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT. 
EACH ARE RUN BY INDEPENDENT GROUPS OR ORGANISATIONS. 

MONDAYS Recycled Teenagers (First Monday of Month)

	 	 	 U3A Ukele Group (Second Monday of Month then Weekly)

	 	 	 Tea Dance (weekly)

	 	 	 Inspirit Martial Arts (Weekly)

	 	 	 Country & Western Dance (Weekly)


TUESDAYS Houghton Regis Ladies Group (First Tuesday of the Month)


WEDNESDAYS Headway (Brain injury support group) Weekly.

	 	 	 Bingo (Weekly)  Note: Run by the Hall Trustees.


THURSDAYS UKTI Martial Arts (Weekly)

	 	 	 Spiritual Church (Weekly)


FRIDAYS U3A Sequence Dance (Weekly)

	 	 	 Inspirit Martial Arts (Weekly)

	 	 	 Dunstable Dance (Weekly)


SATURDAYS Phoenix Dance Club ( First Saturday of Month) 


Further details of groups and contact information can be found on our website :


	 	 	      www.houghtonregismemorialhall.com

ADDITIONAL GROUPS THAT MEET IN THE HALL ON A REGULAR BASIS 

The NHS Blood Transfusion Service

Full House Theatre

Houghton Regis Town Council events - Pride of Houghton


The hall is also used for Elections by Central Bedfordshire Council.


Hall Hires for Private Parties / Baby showers and other events are popular.


The Trustees also organise special events like Race Nights and Craft Fairs. Up and coming events 
can be found on our Facebook page.




HOUGHTON REGIS MEMORIAL HALL FUND

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT

FOR YEAR ENDING 31st JULY 2024


OUR GARDENS WERE INCLUDED IN THE HOUGHTON REGIS IN BLOOM COMPETITION


Our Garden in the front of the hall is popular with users

and those passing by. It is maintained by our Site Manager

Mrs J Cawthorne to a high standard. The display forms

a positive first impression to those attending an activity

in the hall. We thank Julie for the work she has carried out 

in the last Year.

Library picture from a previous year.

___________________________________________________________________________________________


GRANTS RECEIVED THIS YEAR 

November 6th		 £58,516.80	 Central Bedfordshire Council   (Toilet Refurbishment)

December 15th	 £2,020.00	 Houghton Regis Town Council (Key Partner Grant)

April 12th	 	 £2,200.00	 Houghton Regis Town Council (Key Partner Grant)

June 6th	 	 £2780.00	 Central Bedfordshire Council   (Hall Blinds)

June27th	 	 £3279.17	 Central Bedfordshire Council   (Side Gate)

                                   —————

                                   £68,795.97


_____________________________________________________________________________________________


AIMS & OBJECTIVES 

In keeping with the aims of the founding document, the Trustees are empowered, under the rules of the 
original governing instrument:-


Maintain the hall for the purpose of physical and mental training and recreation and social, moral and 
intellectual development through the medium of reading, lecture, classes, recreations and entertainment 
or otherwise as may be found expedient for the benefits of the inhabitants of the parish, without the 
distinction of sex, or political, religious or other opinions.


_____________________________________________________________________________________________


REVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING ON THE 31ST JULY 2024 

The Trustees have continued with their program of building upkeep, the key project being the complete 
refurbishment of the main toilets. The refurbishment was a challenging one, we trusted a local company 
that the Town Council used in the past. We found their work was not up to the standard we expected.

Additional work was undertaken to rectify the various problems.


HOT WATER


We have had a new hot water tank fitted, we are pleased with the work carried out and we have now hot 
water at a good pressure. 


WEBSITE


We are currently negotiating with a new Website Company that will provide us with a modern website. 
Although the existing website is ok its design is not up to modern standards.
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INDEPENDANT EXAMINATIONS


During the period of August 2023 to the 31st of July2024 the cost of the examination was £300


Glossary of General Terms 

DEBTORS These are lettings whereby the hirer has had to be invoiced is unpaid at the

	 	 balance end of the sheet.


CREDITORS   These are amounts owed to the Charity, but not paid in advance, but paid

	 	  during the accounting period.


ACCRUALS     These are allowances for expenses incurred but not paid at the end of the year 

                         end.


LETTINGS IN ADVANCE     These include deposits received from Hall Hirers and advance hire 

 	 	 	 	 fees for future periods.


NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS


