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Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 

Day 

01 

Month 

04 

Year 

2022 

Day 

31 

Month 

03 

Year 

2023 
 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name  Association of Stoma Care Nurses UK 

 

Other names charity is known by  

 

Registered charity number (if any)  1043897  
 

Charity's principal address  
 

c/o In Conference 

Unit 2, Q Court 

Quality Street  

Postcode EH4 5BP 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee (if 
any) 

1 Andrew Bird Chair & Trustee 05/10/2021 – 31/03/2023  

2 Angie Perrin  Vice Chair & Trustee 02/01/2017 – 31/03/2023  

3 
Carolyn Swash  Honorary Secretary & 

Trustee 
05/10/2021 – 31/03/2023  

4 Mandy Gunning Treasurer 01/04/2022 – 10/01/2023  

5 Rebecca Davenport Trustee 02/01/2020 – 31/03/2023  

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     
 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 
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Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of adviser Name Address 

Accountant Diamond Financial 
(Scotland) Ltd 

Commercial Bank Buildings, Market Square, Duns, 
Berwickshire, TD11 3AL 

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution)  

Constitution. The constitution is reviewed every two years. In 2017 the 
constitution recognised the change of name from WCET (UK) to ASCN 
(UK). The latest issue of the constitution was amended in 2022 and the 
objectives stated in that constitution are: 

 

The Objects of the ASCN UK shall be to promote the art and science of 
stoma care nursing (and related conditions) and to improve facilities 
and opportunities for nurses and others engaged in such care to further 
their education and skills in the profession of stoma therapy nursing. 

 

How the charity is constituted  
(eg. trust, association, company) 

Association 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

 Trustees are elected to membership of the Committee by ASCN UK 
Members at the Annual General Meeting following a call for nominations 
earlier in the year 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

• policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

• the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

• relationship with any related 
parties; 

• trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

A FULL MEMBER shall be a registered nurse who practices within the 
specialist sphere of stoma care.  A Full member will have the privilege of 
making motions/proposals, voting, holding office and shall have all other 
privileges of membership. 
 
An ASSOCIATE MEMBER shall be an individual working (or retired) within 
the field of stoma care who supports the mission and objects of ASCN UK, 
but doesn’t meet full membership criteria, including an individual who may 
work within the specialty of stoma care to deliver care under the direction 
of a specialist stoma care nurse. An associate is required to pay dues and 
will have all the privileges of membership except those of making motions, 
holding office or voting. 
 
Membership of the Association currently stands at 526 members.  
 
The management of the ASCN UK is undertaken by an elected Committee 
of 6 persons, some of whom are also Trustees for the Association. 

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
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Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

The Objects of the ASCN UK shall be to promote the art and science of 
stoma care nursing (and related conditions) and to improve facilities and 
opportunities for nurses and others engaged in such care to further their 
education and skills in the profession of specialist stoma care nursing. 
 

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

 
The Trustees felt it would be beneficial to have someone on the 
committee who can focus on the governance of the Association and 
external communications. A new role was created of a Governance 
Officer. 
 
We also continue to work closely with the Mark Allen Publishing Group to 
support the British Journal of Nursing, providing the editorial for three 
stoma care supplements a year which are sent to our members. 
We were also honoured to judge and present the British Journal of 
Nursing Stoma Care Nurse of the Year award. 
 
The new ASCN UK website has been evaluated very well. It is easier to 
navigate and access news items as well as the members section with 
access to clinical guidelines and competencies as well as an updated 
hospital directory. More details of our activities can be found on our 
website www.ascnuk.com. 
 
A new book has been completed and published by the ASCN UK 
committee, area reps and key names within the field of stoma care in 
January 2023.  All financials related to the sale of this book are placed in 
Jean Preston Fund to continue to support Nurses education. 
 
Throughout the last year, ASCN UK have continued to highlight the 
importance of our specialty area and have a voice on many of the 
nationally led projects such as: 
 

• Department of Health and Social Care MedTech Directorate - 
Medical Technology (appliances) in Community Care  

• National Bowel and Bladder Health Project - Stoma Workstream 
Meeting 

• PresQUIPP - registered stakeholders for projects involving stoma 
care 

• PIPS forum - patients, industry and professionals forum 

• British Healthcare Trade Association (BHTA)  
 
We continue to offer financial support for stoma care nurses through 
educational grants from the Jean Preston funds enabling attendance to 
masterclasses, conference and other stoma care related educational 
programmes such as the Advanced Stoma Care Module at the University 
of East Anglia. 
 
Work is ongoing in the development of the ASCN UK National Stoma 
Care Guidelines with guidelines reviewed and new ones added inc:  
 

• Fistula management 

• Pancaking 

• Low anterior resections 

• Culture and religious implications for stoma care 

• Wet Colostomy 

• Dementia and the person with a stoma 

• Vulnerable patient with a stoma. 
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Educational Meetings: Each year, the association aims to run a 
conference and webinars for our members.  
Various other meetings are held during the year; in collaboration with our 
area reps and societies and/or as ad hoc meetings on furthering the 
reach of the charity. 
 
Website: The ASCN UK website (www.ascnuk.com) provides a valuable 
educational resource for nurses and healthcare professionals working in 
the field of stoma care. These resources have been increased and 
enhanced over the last few years and the website has been redesigned 
and upgraded in line with new technologies. 
The Trustees have read the guidance issued by the Charity Commission 
relating to public benefit, and can confirm that the above activities of 
ASCN UK benefit the public in general by improving knowledge in the 
field of stoma care by: 

• Sharing expert clinical practice, (both nationally and 
internationally) 

• Promoting educational and research opportunities 

• Developing and advancing the specialist knowledge required to 
deliver expert health care to individuals with a stoma 

There are no restrictions to this overall benefit in healthcare, as outlined 
in the Charity Commission guidance (e.g. in terms of access, geography, 
membership, ability to pay etc.). 
 
Trustees represented ASCN UK at WCET/WOCN joint conference in Fort 
Worth, Texas. At this conference WCET “handed over” their conference 
flag to UK where their next meeting is to be held. The plans for this 
conference, which will be collaboratively organised by ASCN UK in 
Glasgow with WCET in 2024 have recommenced. Members of the ASCN 
UK committee will sit on the educational, conference and social planning 
boards for the joint conference which promises to be a highly 
educational, diverse and informative conference. 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

• policy on grantmaking; 

• policy programme related 
investment;  

• contribution made by  
volunteers.  

Members of the Association who facilitate/contribute to the Education 
programmes, do so on a voluntary basis. 

 

Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  

 

Members of the Association who facilitate/contribute to the Education 
programmes, do so on a voluntary basis. 
Very successful first face to face conference in Harrogate since covid in 
2022 with nearly 426 delegates & 159 exhibitor representatives including 
industry, patient voluntary sector support groups 
The new book – Stoma care Specialist Nursing – A Guide for Clinical 
Practice (White & Perrin Eds 2023)  published by the ASCN UK 
committee, area reps and key names within the field of stoma care.   
 

 

Section E                    Financial review  
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Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

The accounts of the Association are in good order. The trustees have 
assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed, in particular 
those related to its operations and finances, and are satisfied that they 
have established systems to mitigate the significant risks. 
 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

• the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

• how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

• investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

The annual membership fees of £20 contribute towards the management 
and maintenance of ASCN UK secretariate   
 
ASCN UK set up the Jean Preston Fund in 2010 with the unique purpose 
of offering financial support for its members for any stoma care specialist 
professional educational. The Jean Preston fund enables any full 
member of ASCN to apply for an Education Grant which can be used 
towards developing their professional knowledge and services to patients 
with a stoma. The Fund has historically been based solely on donations, 
although starting in 2017, a percentage of the Annual Conference 
profit will be added to this fund as an acknowledgement of the challenges 
facing stoma care nurse and practitioner funding. 
 
This year we agreed to fund two applications of funding from members to 
attend the annual conference, and the trustees agreed to fund the 
educational request of a member to complete a scoping project to assess 
need and determine optimal approach for paediatric colorectal surgery 
education and training. This research will be presented at the next annual 
conference. 
 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) 

 

Full name(s) Angie Perrin 

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

Vice Chairperson 

 

Date  
8/12/2023 

 

 













Signed on 19/12/23 @ 10:46

































Signed on 19/12/23 @ 10:46






















