
Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ew/1042751 Page 1

CROWN OF THORNS
England & Wales · Charity number 1042751

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Trust

Registered 1994-12-12

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Crown Of Thorns
Po Box 49
Lingfield
RH7 6YQ

Phone 01342870472

Email office@crownofthorns.org.uk

Website www.crownofthorns.org.uk

Activities

Objects: TO ADVANCE THE ROMAN CATHOLIC RELIGION, AND IN PARTICULAR: 1) PROMOTING THE
HOLY ROSARY 2) ENCOURAGING SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER 3) PROMOTING DEVOTION TO
GUARDIAN ANGELS

Activities: Promotion of the holy rosary as a means to bring peace and personal comfort to suffering people.
Correspondence maintained supporting prisoners, the sick, the fearful. Shipments of donated aid and church
items to assist diocesan schools and hospitals in the third world. Support of local homeless has increased to
help with increased numbers.

Classification

• How: Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, The Advancement Of Health Or Saving Of Lives,
The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty, Overseas Aid/famine Relief, Religious Activities,
Economic/community Development/employment

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, Other Charities Or Voluntary
Bodies, Other Defined Groups
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Geography

• Area of benefit: IN PRACTICE - THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

• Ghana

• Ivory Coast

• Liberia

• Nigeria

• Philippines

• West Sussex

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £22,831 £23,510 - -

2024-03-31 £15,612 £12,732 - -

2023-03-31 £35,661 £21,728 - -

2022-03-31 £45,654 £8,278 - -

2021-03-31 £24,157 £11,712 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Lisa de Quay Chair

BERNADETTE LAIRD

BERNARD DE QUAY
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Crown of Thorns 

Annual Report April 22 to late March 2023 

Registered charity no: 1042751 

 

The promotion of the Holy Rosary has been the main principle of the charity and the rosary 

cards produced have travelled far and wide. Crown of Thorns rosary cards, rosary packs, 

reconciliation cards, along with items donated through the generosity of parishes and 

individuals, support the work of priests and chaplains in a multitude of circumstances and 

continue to reach out to comfort and console the downtrodden, the imprisoned, the sick and 

those at sea. 

This year we have sent five main shipments to needy diocese. All shipment items have 

arrived safely and there has been great joy and appreciation for all the items sent. We have 

been asked to thank all donors who have contributed items and funds to make this assistance 

possible.  

To the diocese of Kumasi in Ghana: 

Amongst the donated items sent were religious reading and study books, statues for churches, 

linen and ecclesiastical items. Also, rosary cards and other devotional items to be used across 

the diocese, in churches, schools and seminaries. 

Harare Archdiocese  Zimbabwe: 

In January we sent items including rosary and prayer cards, cassocks, candlesticks and mass 

sets for parish use. Mass sets are particularly useful for the rural parishes. Baby blankets for 

the sisters to use in the orphanages, bandage cloth for clinic and hospital use. 

A second shipment to Harare this year included rosary cards and rosaries for diocesan use. 

We also sent vestments and cassocks which had been donated to the charity. These have been 

very much appreciated. 

Oyo diocese Nigeria: 

In August 2022 we sent a consignment including religious books for diocesan use, many for 

seminary studies. Vestments and statues for the parishes, catechism and rosary cards, rosaries 

and donated statues. In the spring of 2023 we sent another shipment to Oyo which included 

donated overhead projectors, educational books for school use, cloth to enable the sisters to 

make baby blankets for their orphanages and for the poor families, and some items from the 

now closed St. John’s seminary, Wonersh, including large stainless steel tea and coffee pots 

and devotional items. We also sent church music books for use in a music project started by 

the bishop, and crutches.  

Bishop Emmanuel Badejo writes: 

“I repeat my appreciation for the consignments you have sent me. Only yesterday I have 

helped two desperate people with some of the crutches you sent. Their prayers will surely 

reach you and reach the donors of the items. You have been a constant reminder of the 

resurrection to us. Thank you for everything.” 



Ekiti diocese Nigeria: 

Crown of Thorns sent a consignment of rosary and catechism cards to the sisters of St. 

Michael the Archangel in Ekiti diocese, for their work in schools in the diocese. 

Sr. Beatrice writes:  

“I am happy and delighted to inform you that I have received all the cartons with the 

contents there in today. Sincerely words are not enough to express my heartfelt gratitude to 

you at Crown of Thorns. I appreciate and thank you so much.”  

Support for the homeless: 

The homeless have been supported through donation of items in store or purchase of items 

required, including the supply of new underwear and warm and comfortable trousers. We 

have also supplied bulk frozen food items for the kitchens at Crawley Open House Centre. 

This has been very greatly appreciated.  

Finance: 

We have been grateful for all donations, no matter how small. A legacy has made a real 

difference to our ability to reprint cards this year, to support the work of chaplains. In the last 

months we have reprinted some 200,000 cards enabling many requests to be fulfilled.  

We have continued to be able to run the charity through skilled volunteers, allowing 

donations to be used in entirety for the work in hand.    

We thank all those who make the work of Crown of Thorns possible through the support of 

financial donations, and  through the gifting of items into our care for rehoming. Above all 

we thank you for your prayers.  
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Notes 2022-23

1 £11,970

2 £5,566

3 £712  

4 £17,413 1 Donations are either from someone who knows the work of the charity, or from a 

person receiving religious items from the charity making a donation 

£0

£35,661 2

 3

5 £3,553 4 Single legacy 

Charitable support 6 £1,292 5 The main aim of the charity is to send religious prayer cards and items to poor 

Religious supplies 7 £13,592

Administration 8 £2,788

6

Maintenance 9 £502

 

£21,728 7

 

 

£13,933

8

£110,806

£13,933 9

£124,739

over expenditure

Closing reserves

These are printed prayer cards and rosaries to go with them, and items requested

by churches in Africa.

Surplus of income

over expenditure There are no salary charges, as all work is carried out by the trustees

and volenteers free of charge, admin expenditure is office suplies and advertising.

Opening reserves

Surplus of income Charity maintenance.

These are one off payments for specific religious projects of special need 

Total expenditure The purchase of specific religious items one of the main criteria for the charity.

countries (mainly Africa states) and religious furniture donated from parishes

in the UK to furnish churches in these countries.

Expenditure Interest from the charity's bank account

Charitable Expenditure

 

Total income This is revenue generated from the sale at cost or slightly above of religious items.

Legacy

 

Inland revenue gift aid All donations are gift aided whenever possible.

Sales of religious items

Interest Notes

Income

Donations £29,383

for year ended 31/3/22

CROWN OF THORNS

Finances for year 1st April 2022 - 31st March 2023

Statement of Financial Activities



Crown of Thorns Accounts

Accounts 1't April 2022lo 31't March 2023

Ithe undersigned acknowledge that I have received and read a copy of the Crown of Thorns charity

accounts and have carefully examined then, I approve the same and agree the amounts shown in the

accounts to be correct.

I am authorised to approve the accounts on behalf of the charity'

L4^ dayor 2024Dated

Signed

Name. A lct$L/"""'"""""'1"'
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Crown of Thorns 
   

P.O. Box 49, Lingfield 

SURREY 

RH7 6YQ  

 U.K. 

 

TEL: 01342 870472  

 

www.crownofthorns.org.uk         email: office@crownofthorns.org.uk 
 

Promoting the Holy Rosary in the UK & throughout the world. 
 
 

Annual Report 2021-2022 

 
 

It is extraordinary to see what a difference a simple card can make and how much hope it can bring to 

those in dark places. For ‘Crown of Thorns’, a charity working to give hope through the simplicity of the 

understanding of the faith, cards are at the very center of the work.  

 

The promotion of the Holy Rosary has been the main principle of the charity and the rosary cards 

produced have travelled far and wide, supporting the work of priests, chaplains and religious in dioceses 

across many countries and situations.  

 

Crown of Thorns rosary cards, rosary packs, reconciliation cards, along with items donated through the 

generosity of parishes and individuals, supports the work of priests and  chaplains in a multitude of 

circumstances and continue to reach out to comfort and console the downtrodden, the imprisoned, the sick 

and those at sea. 

 

We have continued to receive many requests from prison chaplaincies over the last year. These chaplains 

have had a challenging time through the pandemic. We have done what we could to provide what items we 

had available for these situations, including the provision of rosary packs and small devotional booklets 

for the prisoners.  

 

The effect of these cards has been remarkable. A prison chaplain recently wrote “If you walked around the 

prison you would find many cells on every landing with your leaflets on the wall...it really and truly 

changes the atmosphere of the whole place in a very, very powerful way. I can't describe the difference it 

makes!” 

 

Another chaplain wrote:  

 

“I want to say a big thank you for the items you have provided me with for use at our prison.  

These will all go a long way in helping to bring Christ to the lives of our prisoners and I know it will bring 

a sense of comfort to them too. Even having a small picture on the wall helps them stay focused on what is  
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really important in such a noisy, uncomfortable and sometimes volatile environment. I am so grateful for 

all that you have provided.” 

 

With the similarity between the work of prison chaplains and those working with seafarers, again our cards 

travel out to support souls in need. By working together, the cards reach those who will benefit most, 

gently supporting and comforting these seafarers during long months at sea. By supporting these chaplains 

ecumenically, we can also enable Anglican chaplains to have items available for any Catholic seafarers on 

the ships that they visit.  

 

From a Seafarers chaplain:  

 

“The box of items arrived in beautiful condition and I took some to the ships today.  They are really 

appreciated.” 

 

During the long months of the Covid-19 pandemic we have been particularly privileged to assist in 

supporting many of our hospital chaplains in the U.K. with rosary cards, rosary packs and other items to 

support their work in the hospital wards. These items have been for the benefit of not only the Covid-19 

patients but also for the support of the hospital staff, other patients, patient’s family members and visitors. 

 

 

From chaplaincy in a secure mental health unit: 

 

“I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to Crown of Thorns for the continued 

support for the ministry of the Chaplaincy Team. The items which you send us make a real difference to 

both our staff and patients.  It is greatly appreciated.”  

 

 

The provision of these simple items of devotion continues to prove to be a great comfort, and hospital 

chaplains have returned to us time and time again for further supplies, having seen first-hand the effect 

that these rosary cards and rosaries can bring to those who receive them, especially for those in the very 

depths of exhaustion or despair. It is heartening for us to hear of all the different ways that the rosary cards 

have been used, and how they have benefited those who have been given one, or picked one up at the 

chaplaincy tables.  

 

Shipments: 

 

Even through lockdowns we were still able to send deliveries to poorer dioceses abroad. These not only 

included supplies for the promotion of the Holy Rosary but also many items that have been donated to the 

charity by parishes and individuals for redistribution, including diocesan vestments and sacramental items 

which are of great benefit to the local dioceses, parishes and seminaries.  

 

We have concentrated on smaller but more concentrated consignments over this period. All shipments 

have been safely delivered and most gratefully received. Destination dioceses were Oyo in Nigeria and 

Harare Archdiocese in Zimbabwe.  
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Priest support: 

 

The day to day running of the charity puts us into contact with people in all kinds of situations. This 

includes clergy who for one reason or another need a helping hand. We have compiled a support network 

for priests including legal assistance. It is essential that priests can access the help they may need at the 

very earliest opportunity.  We are grateful to all professionals who have volunteered their time and 

expertise.  

 

Projects nearing printing: 

 

Now that lockdowns are over we are planning reprints of our main rosary and prayer cards to incorporate 

slight changes and additions to bring them up to date. Printing is a major cost in our work and we are 

grateful to our printer, who has been consistently supportive for the last thirty years, for keeping costs as 

reasonable as possible for this work.  

 

 

In the coming year we will add to our range of cards, including a Christmas card for use in chaplaincy 

situations, something that has often been requested. This will include scriptural readings to highlight the 

Christmas story. We plan also to add an Easter card for the same use.  

 

Several other cards that have been requested are nearing completion and will be printed shortly. All our 

cards aim to comfort and console. A beautiful item will be rejoiced over, a gift shows love. A card lets the 

world know that someone cares.  

 

Our team and supporters: 

 

Crown of Thorns relies on experienced personnel giving their time free of charge to carry out the work of 

the charity. We are grateful also to all specialist professionals who have given of their time so generously. 

For our general work and printing costs we rely on donations, where possible utilizing Gift Aid. All 

donations to the charity are used in their entirety for the work in hand. 

 

It is only through the generosity of our supporters that this work is possible. We are grateful to all our 

donors for enabling our work through this time. Small actions carried out with love can have a huge 

impact on those around us. This was something reflected deeply in the words of St. Mother Theresa of 

Calcutta when she said “I don’t want the work to become a business but to remain a work of love.”  

 

It seems many years ago now that a small parcel arrived with our post. It enclosed a woven stole bearing a 

simple message that touched us deeply. It simply read ‘Crown of Thorns - Mission of Hope’. 
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Notes 2009

1 £6,411

2 £9,042

3 £202  

4 £30,000 1 Donations are either from someone who knows the work of the charity, or from a 
person receiving religious items from the charity making a donation 

£0

£45,654 2

 3

5 £2,726 4 Single legacy 

Charitable support 6 £0 5 The main aim of the charity is to send religious prayer cards and items to poor 

Religious supplies 7 £3,425

Administration 8 £2,126
6

 
 

£8,278 7
 

 
£37,376

8

£73,430
£37,376

£110,806Closing reserves

These are one off payments for specific religious projects of special need 

Opening reserves
Surplus of income

These are printed prayer cards and rosaries to go with them, and items requested
by churches in Africa.

Surplus of income

Total expenditure The purchase of specific religious items one of the main criteria for the charity.

over expenditure

countries (mainly Africa states) and religious furniture donated from parishes

over expenditure

in the UK to furnish churches in these countries.

There are no administration charges, as all work is carried out by the trustees
and volenteers free of charge, as is use of the charities premisis.

Charitable Expenditure

Expenditure Interest from the charity's bank account

 
Total income This is revenue generated from the sale at cost or slightly above of religious items.

Legacy
 
Inland revenue gift aid

Interest Notes

All donations are gift aided whenever possible.

Sales of religious items

Donations

Income

for year ended 31/3/22

CROWN OF THORNS
Finances for year 1st April 2021 - 31st March 2022

Statement of Financial Activities
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