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HAMPSHIRE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
England & Wales · Charity number 1042309

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1994-11-23

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 2 Dunmow Hill
Fleet
Hampshire
GU51 3AN

Phone 01252 616166

Email dave.palmer64@btinternet.com

Website www.hos.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY ARE, WITHIN THE COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE: I) TO
ADVANCE THE EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC IN ALL ASPECTS OF ORNITHOLOGY. II) TO PROMOTE
RESEARCH INTO ORNITHOLOGY AND TO PUBLISH THE USEFUL RESULTS OF SUCH STUDY.III) TO
SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE THE PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION OF WILD BIRDS AND
PLACES OF ORNITHOLOGICAL INTEREST.

Activities: The objects of the Society are, within the County of Hampshire: i) To advance the education of the
public in all aspects of ornithology. ii) To promote research into ornithology and to publish the useful results of
such study.iii) To support and encourage the preservation and conservation of wild birds and places of
ornithological interest.

Classification

• How: Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Environment/conservation/heritage

• Who: Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1042309
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1042309
mailto:dave.palmer64@btinternet.com
www.hos.org.uk
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Geography

• Area of benefit: IN PRACTICE - HAMPSHIRE

• Hampshire

• Portsmouth City

• Southampton City

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £45,877 £49,320 - -

2023-12-31 £52,486 £36,575 - -

2022-12-31 £47,836 £46,733 - -

2021-12-31 £44,917 £27,808 - -

2020-12-31 £47,099 £24,040 - -

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1042309
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

KEITH BETTON Chair 2012-05-18

Alessandra de Carvalho Oliveto 2026-03-28

Barry Timothy Page 2019-04-07

Claire Louise Melville 2025-03-29

Colin George Baker 2024-04-06

Colin Vittorio Prescott 2026-03-28

David Nicholas James Palmer 2023-04-01

Dr Felicia Mary Green 2026-03-28

GEORGE SCOTT BATHO 2024-04-06

Graham Andrew Bishop 2026-03-28

Helen Victoria Wood 2025-03-29

Janice Beck 2021-03-27

Kay Veronica Shillitoe 2011-04-01

Martin James Pitt 2023-04-01

Peter Frederick Little 2026-03-28
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Trustees' Annuat Report for the period
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Charity name Hampshire Ornithological Society

Other names charity is known by

Reglstercd chartty *urnber {if

Charigl's principal address 2 Dunrnow Hill

Fleet

Hampshire

Poetcode GU51 3AN

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees)

Name Dates acted if not for whole year

1

r0423CI9

Trustee name Office (if any)
Date* a€ted if rldtorwklob
yeer

l{ameoff F*cn ter bodry}er*itled
to appolnt trtrstee fif any)

Keith Betton Chair

David Brookes Treasurer

Dave Palmer Secretary

Andrev* Cotenutt 1l1l24loW4l24
Andy Lester 111124 ta 8t4f24

Kay Shillitoe

Marcus Ward 1l1t24to 614124

Mike Chalmers

Bary Page

Janice Beck 111l24to 614124

Carol Rawlings

Helen Schneider

DI Warner

Tomrny Saunders

Martin Pitt

Roger gickey 614/241o 31t12124

George Baker 6t4l24lo 31t12124

George Batho 614124 ta 3't112124
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Names and'addresses of advisers (Optionat information|
of adyiser Name Address

Name of cfii,ef exectrtive or flames sf senbrshff mefirbers {Optfonal inforalation rI

Section B Structure, overnance and mana ernent

tlescription of ffrc cfierfty'€ $trsts

Type of governlng

How the charity is constituted

Trustee selection

Additional governance issuec (Optional information)

You rmaycfioose to include
additional information, where
relevant, about:

c poli€ies a*d prwedures
adopted fur fte indrction and
trainfulg of trustees;

. tf€ ffiyb etganise{*w*al
struc*ure and any wider
nffiffffk u$tfr ' wfifeh tre' ffierftTr,
worke;

o relationship with any related
parties;

. trustees' consideration of
rrfdior fr.sks 6rTs fffe'systgff
artd. preedres te rn*nage
them.

Constitution detailed in the Society Rules document

The Society is a Charitable Unincorporated Organis ation.

Election by Society Members at the Annual General

Section C ob ectives and activities
The objects of the Society are within
r) To advance the education of

the county of Hampshire:
the pubtic in att aspects of

omlthology.
ii) To promote research into ornithology and to publish the useful

results of suctr strJdy"
iii) To support and encouragre the preservation and conservation d

wild'birds and places of ornitholbgical interest.

Summaryof theobiects of the
charity set outin its
governing document

2TAR March 2012



Tk main divilL+e ofthe fuhty are:

To promote and record the study of bird life in Hampshire and to publish
the results in the annual bird report.

To use these results to encourage and support the conservation ofwild
bird6 and ft€fr fuhfte wlErin tfre county"

To foster a wider interest in the recording and preservation of Hampshire
bird life by organising a programme of indoorand orfrdoormemingi by
prHishir€ s mqmin€ {tfree is6{res eacfr }r€trd alld sther{ofi$s *
publicity.

Assetod ry tfeCharityCornmission in itsGuidance ofl pubticBenefit in
respect of the public benefits requirement in running a charity and its
reporting, in their opinion the Trustees considerthatthey have complied
with theirduty to have regard to the Comrnission's public beneft
guldance when exerclslng any powers or duties to which the guidance is
reievarfi.

Sumrnary of the main
activities undertaken for the
publie bnefrt in relation to
these oDiects (include within
this section the statutory
declaration that trustees have
had regard to ttre guidance
issued by the Gharity
Commission on public
benefit)

Additionaf detaits of osjectirr€s aad activities {Optional infofination,

You may ctro'ose f inctude
further statems*e, where
relevant, abor.lt:

r policf on grantmaking;

. pslicy Br.og1rarfirre related
imrestffient

. contribr^trioff made hy
volunteers.

J

ln Section D - Achievements and performance, the Chair of the Society.
in his report to nrentbers, outlines some of the activities of the Society
during- the pa$t year, showing how they have helped meet the Society's
objectives" Other activities (extracted from the reports of the Chairs of
the Scientific and Membership Committees) which are also in support of
the objectives, are also listed.

TAR
March 2Ot2



Section D Achievernents and performance

Sunrmary of tte main
achiewnemb of {hB cftsrity
during-tlreyear

H05 Chair's fieport2024

l-{aving started last year's repor{ saying that 370 people at the 2023 HOS
Mernbers Day broke ail r-ecor.ds; I can now teli you.trat 43O attended the
2024 event! lt was terrific to see so many of you there. Thanks to all the
HOS tearn whs wsrked hard ts rnake the event work searnlessly. lf you
want to break the record agah, Saturday Zg {vlarcfr is the date -but
Blease carsl+are if you.can.

\ftle'sarm ttg new nternbers ioln irr 2024 and,we ptrtieutarly vyelcorne
them- tf you are new to birding, or you want to brush up )/our eki[[s, we
witl again be running hird song training events in the Spr:ing (1). Our
Young {Mernbers nurnber around 8O and are aged fror.n seven to 2p, and
rare.l€n 18 events iust ,for tleem this year (2).. We widened the renge of
topics to include mammals. reptiles and fungi, which drew much support.

As always, we are gratetuf to the Cameron Bespotka Trustfortheir
supporf for our Young Memberprogramme. Also, our female birding
friendship gro.up boke the 10O rnark in Z0Z4 - a great lesu{t, and we are
proud to be leading the wayin opening up additional birding opportunities
in this way {3). We are also delighted that other counties aie following
otlr exarrrp*e.

Wq yvere pleased to approve more projects for financial support, and in
2025 fhere ryi,ll be HoS-funded initiatives to help breeding Starlings and
Swr'fts, plus House and Sand Martins- We have also funded ptrD itudies
of wintering Jack Snipe (4).

A mafq survey of \Afoodtarks was carried out in the New Forest as part of
the_HLS breeding monitoring (5). This saw members out in force visiting
293 one-kilometre squares within the SpA between mid-February and
May. Analysis of suwey data indicated a total of 260 Woodlark breeding
territories within the SPA, plus a further 64 tenitories reported outside of
the survey methdology" Th,is-rs citizen gcience atits best and the
contract incorne will be used to support conservation and research.
You'lf be abte to hear about the results of these surveys at the Members
Day.

Once again, the Hampshire Bird Reportteam created a fantastic record
of whatwas seen in 2024 (6). tn addition to the 284 species recorded,
papers included results of the key survey work by HOS rnembers on
Marsh Tits and Dartford Warbters (7). The report included the resufts of
the H0S-funded Lapwing Recovery Project at Selboume and an
assessn'lent of breeding gulls on buildings at New Milton using the HOS
drone (8).

At the last AGM I told you that the coet of providing alt that you get ae
part of your HOS membership (Kingfisher nan*sletters, Hampshire Bird
Report and the Members Day) was now about to exceed the income from
memberships- Responding to members who asked to receive our
publications digitally announced that in 2024 we were going to ask
most of you ts take Kingfisher digitatly rather than as a hard copy and
want to thank all the members (almost 90o/o) who have agreed to do that.
Apart from saving on paper, the reduction tn our postal bilI is slgnificant.
of course, to produce a small number ot hard copy newsfietters no1,v
costs US a lot more per individual copy (almost €5 per person each time),
but WE thank those people who kindly made donations to offset that.

sm thelflle kfiow that a all number
have

would fike us to offer
+TAR ?,ttaffii2012
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Bird Report digitally as well and we will be in touch later to offer you the
choice

Fkkrl W *r stan#ry fum ae I tfirsfree irr ffi?$ a$d qne ar*
grdeftrt for trer ti#E trd irqp* cupr trre la6t ffnee yffi. t *ei*d afrso Iitte
to-thankeveryone $r&o has helpd th* Secietg h,achieve so much in
?0?4. Hy*u we rea&rg SrAs #sdtf+&r* Ie, ffir+ sffife ffin+ets hetrp !&,
Fksse drup rn* a ffire.

I wish you a good birding year ahead.

Keith Bettsn
ehair, HOS

December 2O?4

While Eot a comptete llst sf all aetivities undertaken during the year, the
items numbered in the report above, eg tt[ are in suppoftsf the
Societls o&istives io S#isri €a&ove, as fol&osr,iq

{1} in fi*ppos ef sbje*+ve i
{2} [n support of objectiVe iand iii
(3) [n support of objective I and ifi
(A) in suppofi of objective ii
{5} in $rpBort of objective ii and iti

{6J in 5up.poft of objective iii
i7) tn $uppsrt sf sbiesthre li'aff* lii
(e) in csppsFt s# ebleettve li.firrd. i*$

Other activities documented in the sub-egmmiftee reports in the
Society's AGM materials nlrrhich support the objectives include;

Liaison with Conservation Organisdions - supporfing objective iii
Continuation and development of the ten-year bird survey pfan -
supportrng objective ii.

For details of Grant expenditure during 2024, please see the Treasurer,s
Repor.t ti&ad with this Report-

Section D Achievements and performance

TAR March 2Of2



Bri€f statement of the
charity's poliey oR resenrcs

Detalls of any funds materially
in ddicit

Further financial review details (Optional inforniation)

You mri arrSo3c ts iilclude'
additional infornfrisn, where
+elevantahout:
. &E ef+*ityre,pr,ineipae

sources of funds (inctuding
myemtreia*ng);

r how expenditure lras
stre'ported tf*e ltrySieettues
dthe6*ity;

o investment policy and
obleet+be,fidr#it:qg axy
Bthical .inuostrnpnl Bo{rGy
adopted.

The Ssnery's reserves poffcy is lo irold eash funds suffcient lo nneet one
year's expenditure. As at 31 December 2A24 the actual cash funds held
were significarffy in excess of this andthe Trustees intendto use thre

eurplue trnds ov.er the nextfuio to ttnee y.eare to eupportr.esearctr and
ccnservation projects that meet the Society's ob.iectives and also
purehase additionat capital eguipment to expand and enhance research
and

None

Section F Other optional information

Section G Declaration
The true&€ dcclare that tlrcy hava ep@ tl* truateea' ruport abve,

Sigmed or hdldtottheeh*ifs trustrcs

Signature{s}

Full wru{s}
Position (eg Sect€mry, Cftair,

etcl

Date

;"jA U*r-v
Xeith Findlay Eetton mvi##*,olas Jarnes Paimer

Chair Seeretay

o 2O2S

6,TAR Mar&2fi12'
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Hampshire Omithological Society - Theasurer's Report for the year ended 31 December 20iH

The Society's independentty examined rccormts for the year ended 3lst Dmember ?-024 we available on the HOS

Website.

The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis and a copy *'ill be filed along with the Annual Return,

as required within l0 months of the year end, with the Charity Commission.

In summary', the Societl's recerpts totalled [,45,876 and expenditure was f49,319 resulting in a deficit for the year of
f(3.443).

Set out below are my observations on the accounts.

Receipts

Membership subscription receipts decreased from 2023. This is due principally to 2025 subscriptions received in

December 2A24 being significantly less than 2024 subscriptions received in December 2023- Membership numbers

increased by )2 in 2024.

Donations include t I ,385 from the "bid for an expert.' and Audubon print auctions that closed on the Members' Day and a

f 1,000 from a legacy.

Interest fiom bank deposits increased as a result of increased funds held on deposit.

Survey and data sales represent f3,200 from Hampshire Ccunty Council for the HOSIHBIC data sxchange agreement. A

Wocdlark Survey carried out ot1 behalf of Forestry England was completed during the year, however. f 11,000 invoiced

ttrr the survey was not received ,rntil January 2025.

Members' DayiAGM receipts comprise ,.1,299 fiom the raffle, f300 liom exhibitors and f75 for entrance fees.

Fayments
Grants and donations include f.5,100 and f4, 100 grants to H{OWWT for a Sand Martin nesting bank at Testrvood Lakes

and a Swift and House Martin tower at Blashford Lakes, a grant of f5,772 to Sparsholt College for a study on

ovenvintering and migration behaviours of Jack Snipe and a grant of f,4,705 to the BTO for call monitoring of Lesser

Spotted Woodpeckers and Hawfinches at sites in Hampshire.

The increase in the Hampshire flird Report costs compared to the prior year is due to increased postage charges" ln future

postal charges will reduce as mclre members will be encouraged to receive HOS publications digitally.

The Society paid no sums by r+.ay of remuneration to Trustees or committee members during the year. Trustee expenses

represent reimbursed mileage expenses for attendance at committee meetings and other rneetings and events on behalf of
the Society"

Equipment purchased during the year was three song meters purchased for the BTO call monitoring survey referred to

above and any future call monitrlring projects caried out by the Society.

Funds
The Society's funds are held in a one year bond with Charity Bank, a 100 day notice deposit account with Charil' Bank'

an instant access deposit account with Lloyds Bank and a t,loyds Bank current account. It is the intention to change

bankers from Lloyds Bank to The Co-operative Bank early in 2025.
The Trustees are conscious that the cash funds are significantly in excess of the Society's reserYes policy, which is to hold

funds sufficient to meet one year's expenditure. It is intended that the surplus funds will continue to be used over the next

two to three years to support research and conservation projects that meet the Society's objectives and also to purchase

capital equipment to expand and enhance research and education projects.

I would like to thank Society member Joy Aubin, our Independent Examiner and a chartered accountant. who examined

the accounts at no cost to the Society,, the experts who provided their expertise for the "Bid for an Expert" auction fiee of
charge and all the volunteers who have given their time, free of charge, to the Sociery throughout the year.

David Brookes
Hororary Treasurer
3 February 2025



Ham pshire Ornithological Society (HOS)

Receipts and Payments Accounts for the period from O1l01l2024to31n2n024

Receipts
Membership subscri$ions
Donations
lrrconre Tax refund on Gift Aid subscriSions
lnterest from deposit accounts
Publication sales
Rare Eirds of Hampehire Book
Glothing ard accessorY sabs
Surveys ard data sales
Gourses and training daYs
Bird Report and Kingfisher Advertising
Members'Day/AGM

Total receifis

Payments
Grar*s and donations
Hamphire Bird Report
Kingfisher Newsletter
Rare Birds of Hampehire Book
MEmbers' DayIAGM and events
G ldhing and aceessories
lnsurance
Coot of data sales/surveYs
Postagp, statiurery and roorn hire
Trustee expenses
Equipment

Total payments

Net receipts
Cash funds last year end
Cash funds this year end

Statement of Assets and Uabilities at the end of the period to 31n22O24

Gash Funds:
Uoyds bank current account
Uoyds bank depcit account
Gharity Bank 100 day notice account
Charity Bank one year bord matures 07110/25
Charity Bank one year bond matured Oln0n4

Total cash funds

Other monetary assets
Liabilities

Other assets
Stock in hand - Clothing and plblicatbns
Fleeces
Sweatshirts
Polo shirts
Baseball Caps
Woolly hats/Beanies
Itiicrofibre chfihs
Bird reports -ttree most recert assues
Keyhavenll-ymington checklbts
Hampshire checklbb
Rare Birds of Hamphire

Total Funds Total Funds
(unrestricted) (unrestricted)

2024 2023

€23,158.00
f3,466.32
e4,762.93
c3,657.34
f1,369.87

€585.18
91,572.31
€3,200.00
t1,280.00
€t ,150.00

4A0 fl

f.24,710.00
82,381.27
€4,050.35
t2,406.47

€950.32
u,436.70
€l ,r 01 .00

€11,210.00
t1,215.00

f775.00

E1,944.25
s48,54247
a51,871.92

€0.00

121,581.92 f6,630.49
t1226487 tl1,519.98
87,286's,0 f,9,039.40

f0.00 f.8T2A6
fr2206.07 €3,033.08
91,E20.70 €633.38
t490.00 t47231
[48848 8610.33

€r,034.09 flJ38.61
8671.15 t698.00

t1,475.73 t1,327.44
f49,31951 f36,575.48

2931.37
f43,326.72
t53,599.67
t2t,585.18

€0.00 920,527.46
t1 19,442.94 t122,886.10

31t12D331n2n4

none
none

none
none
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4
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lndependent Examiner's RePort

To the Trustees of the
Hampshire Ornithological Society

Registered Charity in England; Number 1042309

I report to the Trustees oft my examination of the accounts of the Hampshire Ornithological Society (the Trust)

for the year ended 31 December 2024.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with

the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act').

I report in respect oi my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in

carrying out my exarnination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission

under section 145{5i{b} of the Act.

lndependent examiner's statement

I have completed mv examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect :

1. The acccunting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the Act; or

Z. The accounts did not accord with those records; or

3. The accounts did not complv with the applicable requirements concerning the forrn and content of

accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any

requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter considered as part of

an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have corne across no other matters in connection with the examination to vrhich

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached.

signed: fu"*
Name: Mrs D I H Aubin, BA {Hons), FCA

Relevant professional qualification or membership of professional bodies:

Fellow of the lnstitute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales

Address 4 tfld Barn Close

Christchurch
DORSET BH23 2QZ

United Kingdorn

Date: rs\I-l lo2-s



lndependent Examine/s Report
To the Trustees of the

Hampshire Ornithological Society
Registered Charity in England; Number 1042309

I report to the Trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Hampshire Ornithological Society (the Trust)
for the year ended 31 December 2024.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in

carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission

under section 145(5Xb) of the Act.

I ndependent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attentlon ln

connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect :

1,. The accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the AcU or
2. The accounts did not accord with those records; or
3. The accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of

accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 otherthan any

requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter considered as part of
an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in orderto enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached.

Signed

Name: Mrs D J H Aubin, BA {Hons), FCA

Relevant professional qualification or membership of professional bodies

Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales

Address 4 Old Barn Close

Christchurch
DORSET BH23 zQZ
United Kingdom

'--[

Date: rs\ 1-l 2o7s
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TAR 1 March 2012 

 

Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 

01 01 2022 31 12 2022 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name  Hampshire Ornithological Society 

 

Other names charity is known by  

 

Registered charity number (if any)  1042309  
 

Charity's principal address  
 
Box Cottage, Winsor Road, Winsor, Hampshire 

 

 

Postcode SO40 2HP 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Keith Betton Chair   

2 Andy Mitchelmore Treasurer   

3 David Brookes Secretary   

4 Marcus Ward    

5 Mike Chalmers    

6 Andrew Colenutt    

7 Andy Lester    

8 Kay Shillitoe    

9 Tom Jordan  Until 2 April 2022  

10 Nicola Whitmarsh    

11 Annette Clayson    

12 Barry Page    

13 Janice Beck    

14 Julianne Evans  Until 2 April 2022  

15 Jayne Chapman    

16 Carol Rawlings    

17 Helen Schneider  From 2 April 2022  

18 
Tony Sztypuljak  From 2 April 2022 to 4 

November 2022 
 

19     

20     
 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

  

  

  



TAR 2 March 2012 

 

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of adviser Name Address 

   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution)  

Constitution detailed in the Society Rules document. 

How the charity is constituted  
(eg. trust, association, company) 

The Society is a Charitable Unincorporated Organisation. 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

Election by Society Members at the Annual General Meeting 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

• policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

• the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

• relationship with any related 
parties; 

• trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

Trustees receiving grants from the Society are regarded as transactions 
with related parties and are required to be reported by SORP 15 FRS 102. 
 
In 2022 there were no grants sought by, or made to, any Trustees of the 
Society. 

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

The objects of the Society are within the county of Hampshire; 
i) To advance the education of the public in all aspects of 

ornithology. 
ii) To promote research into ornithology and to publish the useful 

results of such study. 
iii) To support and encourage the preservation and conservation of 

wild birds and places of ornithological interest. 
 



TAR 3 March 2012 

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

 
The main activities of the Society are; 
 
To promote and record the study of bird life in Hampshire and to publish 
the results in the annual bird report. 
 
To use these results to encourage and support the conservation of wild 
birds and their habitats within the county. 
 
To foster a wider interest in the recording and preservation of Hampshire 
bird life by organising a programme of indoor and outdoor meetings, by 
publishing a magazine ( three issues each year) and other forms of 
publicity. 
 
As set out by the Charity Commission in its Guidance on Public Benefit in 
respect of the public benefits requirement in running a charity and its 
reporting, in their opinion the Trustees consider that they have complied 
with their duty to have regard to the Commission’s public benefit 
guidance when exercising any powers or duties to which the guidance 
are relevant. 
 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

• policy on grantmaking; 

• policy programme related 
investment;  

• contribution made by  
volunteers.  

In Section D – Achievements and performance, the Chair of the Society, 
in his report to members, outlines some of the activities of the Society 
during the past year, showing how they have helped meet the Society’s 
objectives. Other activities (extracted from the reports of the Chairs of the 
Scientific and Membership Committees) which are also in support of the 
objectives, are also listed. 
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  

 

HOS Chair’s Report 2022  
   
2022 was “back to normal” for HOS, and hopefully for most of you too. 
How great it was to see so many of you at the Members Day (1) – and 
with the greatest respect to our adult speakers that day, the twelve 
Young Members who took to the stage and told us about their favourite 
birds absolutely stole the show! A few years ago we had fewer than five 
members under the age of 21 – now we have 80! Some of them will 
surely be running HOS in the future, and hopefully even writing these 
reports.  
  
At the risk of creating envy, these Young Members benefit from 
invitations to ringing events (2) and in 2023 we have arranged a bird art 
masterclass with Rachel Hudson, one of Hampshire’s most successful 
wildlife artists. In addition we had a great Zoom meet up with Chris 
Packham and also Meghan McCubbin who answered our Young 
Members questions on a huge range of subjects (3).  
  
Having recruited just over 200 new members in 2021 we attracted 140 in 
2022 – which is still ahead of our recent average before Covid. Just as 
important to us is that the fact that many fewer than that leave us 
annually. Bird clubs can be a bit unfriendly, but we are working hard to 
ensure that those who join HOS get to meet the team soon afterwards, 
and in 2022 over 100 people joined us at one of several New Members 
Events (4), where we chatted over coffee and then went birding. HOS is 
one of the biggest bird clubs in the country, but we want to be one of the 
friendliest too. Another initiative in 2022 was to set up a WhatsApp 
group for female members (5). The benefits to those signing up were 
many – fixing lifts to meetings, arranging birding walks for small groups, 
and sharing information and knowledge in a friendly environment. All 
bird clubs should do this.  
  
With many charities having to reduce their programme of activities and 
new work, it was a challenge to find research and conservation projects 
that wanted support, but we know that requests for grants will pick up as 
these organisations manage to increase their workload again.  
  
We were proud to publish Rare Birds of Hampshire (6) in the spring. This 
560-page book was the work of John Clark, whose knowledge of 
historical records and the status of our birds is second to none. His 
writing and Dan Powell’s artwork are combined brilliantly, and reviews of 
the book have been universally positive. Indeed John will be talking 
about these rare birds and signing copies at the Member’s Day on 1 
April. Many thanks to both for a work of brilliance.  
   
The Hampshire Bird Report (7) team exceeded their past record and 
although the latest report was dated November, it was actually 
distributed in October! Similarly our Kingfisher newsletter (8) created a 
splash of colour alongside essential information every four months.  
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
This year we are losing Andy Mitchelmore as our Treasurer , and I want 
to thank him for all that he has done for us since 2017. His place will be 
taken by David Brookes who has been Secretary since 2021, and I’d like 
to welcome Dave Palmer who is to become our new Secretary.   
   
I would like to thank everyone who has helped the Society to achieve so 
much in 2022. I wish you a good birding year ahead.   
  
Keith Betton   
Chair, HOS   
December 2022  
 

While not a complete list of all activities undertaken during the year, the 
items numbered in the report above, eg (1), are in support of the 
Society’s  objectives in Section C above, as follows; 
 

(1) in support of objective i, ii and iii 
(2) in support of objective I and ii 
(3) in support of objective i 
(4) in support of objective i 
(5) in support of objective i 
(6) in support of objective I and ii 
(7) in support of objective I and ii 
(8) in support of objectives i and iii 

 
 
Other activities documented in the  sub-committee reports in the 
Society’s AGM materials which support the objectives include; 
 
Liaison with Conservation Organisations – supporting objective iii 
Continuation and development of the ten-year bird survey plan – 
supporting objective ii. 
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Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

The Society’s reserves policy is to hold cash funds sufficient to meet one 
year’s expenditure. As at 31 December 2022 the actual cash funds held 
were significantly in excess of this and the Trustees intend to use the 
surplus funds over the next two to three years to support research and 
conservation projects that meet the Society’s objectives and also 
purchase additional capital equipment to expand and enhance research 
and education projects. 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

None 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

• the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

• how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

• investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)  
 

Full name(s) Keith Findlay Betton 
David  Russell Brookes 

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

Chair Secretary 

 

Date  
 

 

 



Hampshire Ornithological Society (HOS)

Receipts and Payments Accounts for the period from 01/01/2022 to 31/12/2022

Total Funds Total Funds
(unrestricted) (unrestricted)

2022 2021
Receipts

Membership subscriptions £22,248.99 £23,669.99
Donations £292.69 £1,248.11
Income Tax refund on Gift Aid subscriptions £4,152.06 £3,437.19
Interest from deposit accounts £844.34 £372.51
Publication sales £1,327.49 £2,570.51
Rare Birds of Hampshire Book £12,355.26 £300.00
Clothing and DVD sales £1,011.01 £184.10
Surveys and data sales £2,850.70 £12,520.00
Courses and Training Days £89.50 £0.00
Bird Report Advertising £740.00 £615.00
Members' Day/AGM £1,923.47 £0.00

Total receipts £47,835.51 £44,917.41

Payments
Grants £4,180.00 £5,348.00
Bird Report £10,937.68 £9,795.87
Kingfisher Newsletter £13,800.00 £8,964.00
Rare Birds of Hampshire Book £13,525.00 £10.00
Members' Day/AGM and events £633.17 £464.40
Clothing and DVDs £1,426.52 £64.30
Insurance £151.72 £291.05
Cost of data sales/surveys £279.38 £1,815.92
Postage, stationery and room hire £1,446.94 £907.99
Trustee Expenses £352.64 £146.50

Total payments £46,733.05 £27,808.03

Net of receipts / (payments) £1,102.46 £17,109.38

Cash funds last year end £105,873.01 £88,763.63

Cash funds this year end £106,975.47 £105,873.01

Statement of Assets and Liabilities at the end of the period to 31/12/2022

Cash Funds:
Lloyds bank current account £1,938.09 £1,463.69
Lloyds bank deposit account £13,995.98 £24,409.32
Hampshire Trust Bank bond matures 17/1/23 £20,000.00 £0.00
United Trust Bank bond matures 19/4/23 £20,000.00 £0.00
Charity Bank 100 day notice account £31,041.40 £0.00
Charity Bank one year bond matures 05/10/23 £20,000.00 £0.00
United Trust Bank bond matured 1/9/22 Closed £20,000.00
Hampshire Trust Bank 45 Day Bus Account Closed £20,000.00
Hampshire Trust Bank bond matured 17/1/22 Closed £20,000.00
Hampshire Trust Bank bond matured 19/4/22 Closed £20,000.00
Hampshire Trust Bank 95 Day Bus - closed 7/12/22 Closed £0.00

Total cash funds £106,975.47 £105,873.01

Other monetary assets
Prepayment of 2022 Insurance premium £291.05
Prepayment of 2022 Members Day £2,575.39

Liabilities
none

Other assets
Stock in hand – Clothing and publications 31/12/22 31/12/21
Fleeces 22 14
Sweatshirts 17 13
Polo shirts 19 16
Baseball Caps 31 1
Hampshire Atlas 0 3
Bird reports two most recent issues 41 29
Keyhaven/Lymington checklists 68 89
Hampshire checklists 395 407
Rare Birds of Hampshire 86 0
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Trustees' Annual Report for the period

From

Period start date
.. L'

To

Period end date

~ ~ ~ ~

Charity name Hampshire Ornithological Society

Other names charity is known by

Registered charity number (if any) 1042309

Charity's principal address Box Cottage, Winsor Road, Winsor, Hampshire

Postcode SO40 2HP

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

3

5

6

7

8

9

10
11

12

13
14

15

16

17

18

19
20

Trustee name

Keith Betton

Andy Mitchelmore

David Brookes

John Shillitoe

Marcus Ward

Mike Chalmers

Andrew Colenutt

Andy Lester

Kay Shillitoe

Tom Jordan

Nicola Whitmarsh

Annette Clayson

Barry Page

Nicky Court

Janice Beck

Julianne Evans

Jayne Chapman

Carol Rawlings

Office (if any)

Chair

Treasurer

Secretary

Secretary

Dates acted if not for whole
ear

Until 27 March 2021

Until 27 March 2021

From 27 March 2021

From 8 July 2021

From 12 August 2021

Name of person (or body) entitled
to a oint trustee if an

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees)

Name Dates acted if not for whole ear

TAR March 2012



Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

T e of adviser Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

~ e a ~ ~ a ~ ~ 4

Description of the charity's trusts

T e of overnin document Constitution detailed in the SocietY Rules document.

tituted
The SocietY is a Charitable UnincorPorated Organisation.How the charity is constituted

Election by Society members at the Annual General Meeting.

Additional governance issues (Optional information)

You may choose to include
additional information, where
relevant, about:

~ policies and procedures
adopted for the induction and
training of trustees;

~ the charity's organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the charity
works;

~ relationship with any related
parties;

~ trustees' consideration of
major risks and the system
and procedures to manage
them.

Trustees receiving grants from the Society are regarded as transactions
with "related parties" and are required to be reported by SORP 15 FRS
102.

In 2021 there were no grants sought by, or made to, any Trustees of the
Society.

4 ~ ~ ~ 4 ~

Summary of the objects of the
charity set out in its
governing document

The objects of the Society are within the county of Hampshire;
i) To advance the education of the public in all aspects of

ornithology.
ii) To promote research into ornithology and to publish the useful

results of such study.
iii) To support and encourage the preservation and conservation of

wild birds and places of ornithological interest.

TAR March 2012



The main activities of the Society are;

To promote and record the study of bird life in Hampshire and to publish
the results in the annual bird report.

To use these results to encourage and support the conservation of wild
birds and their habitats within the county.

Summary of the main
activities undertaken for the
public benefit in relation to
these objects (include within
this section the statutory
declaration that trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issued by the Charity
Commission on public
benefit)

To foster a wider interest in the recording and preservation of Hampshire
bird life by organising a programme of indoor and outdoor meetings, by
publishing a magazine ( three issues each year) and other forms of
publicity.

As set out by the Charity Commission in its Guidances on Public Benefit
in respect of the public benefits requirement in running a charity and its
reporting, in their opinion the Trustees consider that they have complied
with their duty to have regard to the Commission's public benefit
guidances when exercising any powers or duties to which the guidances
are relevant.

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)

In Section D —Achievements and performance, the Chair of the Society,
in his report to members, outlines some of the activities of the Society
during the past year, showing how they have helped meet the Society's
objectives. Other activities ( extracted from the reports of the Chairs of
the Scientific and Membership Committees) which are also in support of
the objectives, are also listed.

You may choose to include
further statements, where
relevant, about:

~ policy on grantmaking;

~ policy programme related
investment;

~ contribution made by
volunteers.

TAR March 2012
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Summary of the main
achievements of the charity
during the year

HOS Chair's Report 2021

I am pleased to say that for the most part HOS has been able to return to
a near-normal situation in 2021 with surveys and outings happening very
much as before Covid. We had to abandon an "in-person" Members Day
and AGM, but thanks to Zoom we managed to recreate it online(1)—
complete with electronic voting. I'd like to thank everyone for making
these things happen at a time when we all faced personal challenges.

Having only recruited 104 members in 2020 (probably a good result
given that we were unable to organise any meetings) I am delighted that
in 2021 we saw 203 new members sign up —apparently a record! Partly
this rise will have been down to a number of talks we arranged for
external groups who have an interest in local nature(2), but I do think
"lockdown life" has created a greater awareness of local nature. You are
all very welcome, and to underline this fact, we have run several events
to specifically meet these new recruits(3).

We are again very grateful to the Cameron Bespolka Trust for continuing
their support of our Young Member initiative(4) which enables around
40 birders under the age of 21 to benefit from free HOS membership. In

addition to these we have seen a surge in young families joining HOS,

and now we know of 24 families in the Society who have people of
school or university age. They are included in our events —and now total
over 70. Apart from ringing events, these have included a careers
masterclass for those in their late teens, and a wonderful Zoom meet up
with Chris Packham, who showed us his wing and feather collection and
did a Q&A with the Young Members.

Once again, the HOS Grants Programme(5) has supported projects that
make positive changes for Hampshire's birds, and the Society has also
been active in making representations on planning applications(6) that
negatively impact birds. We joined with Hampshire Swifts in complaining
about the lack of swift bricks being placed in their new development
near to Winchester, and as a result the company radically improved its
wildlife offering —not just here, but elsewhere in the south-east.

Once again, the Hampshire Bird Report (7) team did a great job and

copies of the 2020 report were in the hands of our members in early
November. One respected reviewer noted that our report set the bar for
other counties to match. It doesn't get much better than thatl Alongside
this we maintained the quality in our Kingfisher newsletter(8), and after
three years in the editor's chair I want to thank Barry Page for the great
job he has done. Carol Rawlings has kindly agreed to take over and you' ll

be seeing her first issue as you read this.

Although we mostly look forward in HOS, an occasional look back is

important, and John Clark spent 2021 putting the finishing touches to
our new book that assesses the status of all rare birds that visited
Hampshire between 1950 and 2020(9). This looks set to be hugely
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popular and we are grateful to John for creating this amazing historical
assessment of some amazing birds.

As we enter 2022, let's hope that disruptions to normal life are
minimised, and that our birding activities can continue as and when we
want. I would like to thank everyone who has helped the Society to
achieve so much in 2021. In particular I want to thank Bryan and Sandy
Coates who have managed our sales operation for twelve years and are
stepping down, and also Julianne Evans and Tom Jordan who have

completed their terms as trustees.

I wish you a good (and safe) birding year ahead.

Keith Betton
Chair, HOS

December 2021

While not a complete list of all activities undertaken during the year, the
items numbered in the report above, eg (1), are in support of the
Society's objectives in Section C above, as follows;

(1) in support of objective i

(2) in support of objective i

(3) in support of objective i

(4) in support of objective i

(5) in support of objective ii and iii

(6) in support of objective iii

(7) in support of objective ii

(8) in support of objectives i and ii

(9) in support of objective ii

Other activities documented in the sub-committee reports in the
Society's AGM materials which support the objectives include;

Liaison with Conservation Organisations —supporting objective iii

Continuation and development of the ten-year bird survey plan—
supporting objective ii.

TAR March 2012



4 0

Brief statement of the
charity's policy on reserves

The Society's reserves policy is to hold cash funds sufficient to meet one
year's expenditure. As at 31 December 2021 the actual cash funds held
were significantly in excess of this and the Trustees intend to use the
surplus funds over the next two to three years to support research and
conservation projects that meet the Society's objectives and also
purchase additional capital equipment to expand and enhance research
and education ro'ects.

Details of any funds materially
in deficit None

Further financial review details (Optional information)

You may choose to include
additional information, where
relevant about:
~ the charity's principal

sources of funds (including
any fundraising);

~ how expenditure has
supported the key objectives
of the charity;

~ investment policy and
objectives including any
ethical investment policy
adopted.

~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~

0 ~ I a ~

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

Position (eg Secretary, Chair,
etc)

Date

Keith Betton

Chair

David Brookes/Andrew Mitchelmore

Secretary/Treasurer
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Hampshire Ornithological Society (HOS)

Receipts and Payments Accounts for the period from 01/01/2021 to 31/12/2021

TotalFunds TotalFunds
(unrestricted) (unrestricted)

2021 2020
Receipts

Membership subscriptions
Donations
Income Tax refund on subscrlptlons
Interest from deposit accounts
Publication sales
Rare Birds of Hampshire Book Sponsorship
Clothing and DVD sales
Surveys and data sales
Courses and Training Days
Bird Report Advertising
Members' Day/AGM

Total receipts

Payments
Grants
Bird Report
Kingfisher Newsletter
Rare Birds of Hampshire Book
Members' Day/AGM and events
Clothing and DVDs
Insurance
Cost of data sales/surveys
Postage, photocopying, stationery and room hir
Trustee Expenses

Total payments

Net of receipts l (payments)
Cash funds last year end
Cash funds this year end

K23,669.99
K1,248.11
K3,437.19

K372.51
K2,570.51

K300.00
K184.10

K12,520.00
KO.OO

K615.00
KO.OO

K44„91?A1

K5,348.00
K9,795.87
K8,964.00

K10.00
K464AO

K64.30
K291.05

K1,815.92
K907.99
K146.50

K27 808.03

K17 109.38
K88 763.63

K105 8?3.01

K19+01.59
K2,224.58
K3,263.42

K568.39
K2,631.80

KO.OO

F77.00
F17,353.00

K915.00
K665.00

KO.OO

K47,099.78

KO.OO

K9,503.23
KS+68.00

KO.OO

K2,575.39
F392.40
K290.00
K677.25

K1,116.98
K17.50

K24 040.75

K23 059.03
K65 704.60
F88,763.63

K1 +63.69
K24,409.32
F20,000.00
K20,000.00
K20,000.00
K20,000.00

KO.OO

K105,873.01

Statement of Assets and Liabilities at the end of the period to 31/12/2021

Cash Funds:
Lloyds bank current account
Lloyds bank deposit account
Hampshire Trust Bank 45 Day Bus Account
United Trust Bank bond matures 1/9/22
Hampshire Trust Bank bond matures 17/1/22
Hampshire Trust Bank bond matures 15/4/22
Hampshire Trust Bank 90 day bus. (closed)

Total cash funds

K1,506.82
K22,256.81

FO.OO

K20,000.00
KO.OO

KO.OO

K20 000.00
K63 763.63

Other monetary assets
Prepayment of 2022 Insurance premium
Prepayment of 2022 Members Day

Liabilities
none

F291.05
K2,575.39

K290.00
K2,575.39

Other assets
Stock in hand —Clothing and publications
Fleeces
Sweats hirls
Polo shirts
Baseball Caps
Hampshire Atlas
Bird reporls two most recent issues
Keyhaven/Lymington checklists
Hampshire checklists

31/1 2/21
14
13
16
1
3
29
89

407

31/12/20
15
17
17
4
88
23
95

933



Independent Examiner's Report
To the Trustees of the

Hampshire Ornithological Society
Registered Charity in England; Number 1042309

I report to the Trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Hampshire Ornithological Society (the Trust

for the year ended 31 December 2021.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance witt

the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in

carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission

under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:

1. The accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the Act; oi

2. The accounts did not accord with those records; or
3. The accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of

accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any

requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter considered as part of

an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached.

Signed:

Name:

g9
IVlrs D J H Aubin, BA (Hons), FCA

Relevant professional qualification or membership of professional bodies:

Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales

Address: 4 Old Barn Close

Christchurch

DORSET BH23 2QZ

United Kingdom

Date:
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Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 

01 01 2019 31 12 2019 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name  Hampshire Ornithological Society 

 

Other names charity is known by  

 

Registered charity number (if any)  1042309  
 

Charity's principal address  
 
c/o “Westerly”, Hundred Acres Road, 

Wickham, 

Hampshire 

Postcode PO17 6HY 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Keith Betton Chair   

2 Andy Mitchelmore Treasurer   

3 John Shillitoe Secretary   

4 Marcus Ward    

5 Andy Broadhurst  Until July 2020  

6 Mike Chalmers    

7 Andrew Colenutt    

8 Andy Lester    

9 Kay Shillitoe    

10 Tom Jordan    

11 Nicola Whitmarsh  From July 2020  

12 David Brookes    

13 Annette Clayson  From July 2020  

14 Barry Page    

15 Alison Cross  Until July 2020  

16 Nicky Court    

17 Janice Beck  From July 2020  

18 Julianne Evans    
 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

  

  

  

 

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 
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Type of adviser Name Address 

   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution)  

Constitution detailed in the Society Rules document 

How the charity is constituted  
(eg. trust, association, company) 

The Society is a Charitable Unincorporated Organisation 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

Election by Society members at Annual General Meeting 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

• policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

• the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

• relationship with any related 
parties; 

• trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

Trustees receiving grants from the Society are regarded as transactions 
with “related parties” and are required to be reported by SORP 15 FRS 
102.  
 
In 2020 there were no grants sought by, or made to, any Trustees of the 
Society. 

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

The objects of the Society are, within the County of Hampshire:  
i) To advance the education of the public in all aspects of ornithology.  
ii) To promote research into ornithology and to publish the useful results 
of such study. 
iii) To support and encourage the preservation and conservation of wild 
birds and places of ornithological interest. 
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Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

 
The main activities of the Hampshire Ornithological Society are: 
 
To promote and record the study of bird life in Hampshire and to publish 
the results in the annual Bird Report. 
 
To use these results to encourage and support the conservation of wild 
birds and their habitats within the county. 
 
To foster a wider interest in the recording and preservation of Hampshire 
bird life by organising a programme of indoor and outdoor meetings, by 
publishing a quarterly magazine and other forms of publicity.  
 
As set out by the Charity Commission in its Guidances on Public Benefit 
in respect of the public benefit requirement in running a charity and its 
reporting, in their opinion the Trustees consider that they have complied 
with their duty to have due regard to the Commission’s public benefit 
guidances when exercising any powers or duties to which the guidances 
are relevant. 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

• policy on grantmaking; 

• policy programme related 
investment;  

• contribution made by  
volunteers.  

In Section D - Achievements and performance, the Chairman of HOS, in 
his report to members, outlines some of the activities of the Trust during 
the past year, showing how they have helped meet the Society’s objects.  
Other activities (extracted from the reports of the Chairs of the Scientific 
and Membership Committees) which are also in support of our 
objectives, are listed. 
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  

 

Chairman’s Report to be sent to Members prior to AGM in March 2021 
 

“A year ago, nobody could have predicted how life (and birding) would change 
so dramatically in 2020. Everyone has been affected in so many ways, and of 
course HOS had to change many plans – the Members Day and outings in 
particular. A time when we can all meet again safely cannot come soon enough, 
but in the meantime, we are trying to improve our contact with members via 
Zoom talks on matters that they say are of interest to them (1). Another victim of 
the pandemic has been some aspects of our fieldwork, such as our planned 
survey of Snipe in the New Forest. We aim to complete that work in 2021 – 
along with several other surveys.  
  
Despite all these distractions, recruitment of HOS members remained 
remarkably high and it is great that 104 new people joined us in 2020. You are 
all very welcome. We are also very grateful to the Cameron Bespolka Trust for 
continuing their support of our Young Member initiative (2) which enables over 
30 birders under the age of 21 to benefit from free HOS membership.  
  
Once again, the HOS Grants Programme (3) supported projects that make 
positive changes for Hampshire’s birds, and the Society has also been active in 
making representations on planning applications (4) that negatively impact birds. 
We now monitor all new applications alongside our colleagues at HBIC. Not 
least among these is the proposal to develop the Tipner peninsula in Portsmouth 
Harbour – an important roosting site for our wintering waders and wildfowl. HOS 
is standing shoulder to shoulder with the RSPB and HIWWT in putting the case 
against this unwelcome and totally inappropriate development.  
  
Once again, the Hampshire Bird Report (5) team did a great job and copies of 
the 2019 report were in the hands of our members in early November, 
maintaining a well-earned reputation for both speed and quality. We increased 
the volume of the Kingfisher newsletter (6) but offset this extra cost by reducing 
our postal bill by distributing three issues instead of four.  
  
Data is so vital in much of what HOS does, and we are adding to our data thanks 
to a volunteer team who are digitising the mass of paper bird records prior to the 
1990s (7). In addition, John Clark has just finished writing a new HOS 
publication that assesses the status of all rare birds that visited Hampshire 
between 1950 and 2020 (8). Look out for a pre-publication offer in a few months.  
  
So, it has been a year that none of us will forget. I am also mindful of the fact 
that some of our members work in the NHS and the other emergency and 
essential services. This has been a tough year for all of us - but even tougher for 
you, being in the front line dealing with challenging situations. You may realise 
how much the rest of us appreciate the personal sacrifices you make on a daily 
basis, but on behalf of everyone else in HOS I want to record our gratitude.  
  
In closing I would like to thank everyone who has helped the Society to achieve 
so much in 2020. I wish you a good (and safe) birding year ahead.  
  
Keith Betton  
Chairman, HOS  
December 2020 

” 

  
While not a complete list of all activities undertaken during the year, the items numbered 
in the report above, eg (1), are in support of our objectives in Section C (above), as 
follows. 
 

(1) In support of objective i 
(2) In support of objective i 
(3) In support of objective iii 
(4) In support of objective iii 
(5) In support of objective ii 
(6) In support of objective I and ii 
(7) In support of objective ii 
(8) In support of objective ii 
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Other activities documented in the sub-committee reports in the HOS AGM materials, 
which support our objectives include 

• Liaison with Conservation Organisations – supporting objective iii 

• Developing ten-year plan for surveying – supporting objective ii  
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Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

The Society currently has increased reserves and the Trustees aim to 
deploy these over the next three to four years to support conservation 
and research projects that meet the Society’s objectives. Once that has 
been achieved, the Society’s reserves should represent some 12 months 
of running costs, which have ranged approximately between £36,000 and 
£24,000 during the past five years (2016 to 2020 inclusive). 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

None 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

• the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

• how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

• investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)  
 

Full name(s) Keith Betton 
John Shillitoe 
Andy Mitchelmore 

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

Chair Secretary 
Treasurer 

 

Date  
 

 

 



Hampshire Ornithological Society (HOS)

Receipts and Payments Accounts for the period from 01/01/2020 to 31/12/2020

Total Funds Total Funds
(unrestricted) (unrestricted)

2020 2019
Receipts

Membership subscriptions £19,401.59 £18,885.80
Donations £2,224.58 £79.61
Income Tax refund on subscriptions £3,263.42 £2,769.57
Interest from deposit accounts £568.39 £575.66
Publication sales £2,631.80 £2,321.79
Clothing and DVD sales £77.00 £555.00
Surveys and data sales £17,353.00 £12,160.00
Courses and Training Days £915.00 £1,466.00
Bird Report Advertising £665.00 £1,215.00
Hampshire Checklist Sponsorship £0.00 £300.00
Members' Day/AGM £0.00 £877.90

Total receipts £47,099.78 £41,206.33

Payments
Grants £0.00 £8,130.00
Bird Report £9,503.23 £6,835.96
Kingfisher Newsletter £9,468.00 £12,082.00
Hampshire Checklist £0.00 £1,074.00
Rare Birds of Hampshire Book £0.00 £100.00
Members' Day/AGM and events £2,575.39 £3,911.42
Clothing and DVDs £392.40 £358.48
Insurance £290.00 £357.65
Cost of data sales/surveys £677.25 £728.33
Postage, photocopying, stationery and room hire £1,116.98 £1,093.10
Trustee Expenses £17.50 £625.27

Total payments £24,040.75 £35,296.21

Net of receipts / (payments) £23,059.03 £5,910.12

Cash funds last year end £65,704.60 £59,794.48

Cash funds this year end £88,763.63 £65,704.60

Statement of Assets and Liabilities at the end of the period to 31/12/2020

Cash Funds:
Lloyds bank current account £1,506.82 £1,462.03
Lloyds bank deposit account £22,256.81 £19,242.57
Hampshire Trust Bank £45,000.00 £45,000.00
United Trust Bank,  bond – matures 1/9/21 £20,000.00 £0.00

Total cash funds £88,763.63 £65,704.60

Other monetary assets
Prepayment of 2021 Insurance premium £290.00 £357.65
Prepayment of 2021 St Swithun's 2021 members day £2,575.39

Liabilities
none

Other assets
Stock in hand – Clothing and publications 2020 2019
Fleeces 15 5
Sweatshirts 17 13
Polo shirts 17 13
Baseball Caps 4 7
Hampshire Atlas 88 123
Bird reports two most recent issues 23 299
Keyhaven/Lymington checklists 95 102
Hampshire checklists 933 1183



Independent Examiner’s Report 
To the Trustees of the 

Hampshire Ornithological Society 
Registered Charity in England; Number 1042309 

 
I report to the Trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Hampshire Ornithological Society (the Trust) 
for the year ended 31 December 2020. 

 

Responsibilities and basis of report 
 
As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with 
the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’). 
 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in 
carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent examiner’s statement 
 
I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect : 
 

1. The accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the Act; or 
2. The accounts did not accord with those records; or 
3. The accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of 

accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as part of 
an independent examination. 

 
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached. 
 
 
Signed:   
 
Name:    Mrs D J H Aubin, BA (Hons), FCA 
 
Relevant professional qualification or membership of professional bodies: 
 

Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 
 
Address:  4 Old Barn Close 
  Christchurch 
  DORSET BH23 2QZ 
  United Kingdom 
 
Date: 
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