
Chairman’s Report

General

I would like to begin by thanking Graham Hamwijk for taking over the roll as Treasurer, 
a move that greatly assisted Terry Beckett last year.  A huge thank you must go to Terry 
following 15 years in the Treasurer’s role.  Also, thanks to Ian Ferres, for continuing to 
act as the Independent Examiner of the Association’s accounts, particularly as he is a 
close neighbour of Graham.  The continued fund raising over the past year has been 
remarkable and reflects the foresight of those Members who devised the ‘Supporting’ 
Individuals, Lodges and Chapters set up.  This still would not have been achievable 
without the relentless efforts of Doug Brodie to communicate with ‘Supporters’ and 
ensure the provision of funds during what has been a difficult period with lock downs and 
‘shielding’.

The Co-Chairmanship of the Events Sub-committee with Roz Brodie and Debbie 
Simmons proved a success in 2019.  Hopefully the Events List will be back to normal in 
the latter half of 2021.

At least we were able to hold the Firework Display last year.

The Friends also (thanks to sponsorship) paid for the Residents and Activities Staff to 
enjoy a Christmas Lunch.

                                                         Future Projects

The project to provide a Shop, using the area which is inside the Main Lounge, in the 
corner nearest to the Main Reception remains the first activity the Friends will undertake 
when this becomes possible.  As reported last year the Shop will be funded by a very 
generous Legacy from ‘Friend’ Arthur Craddock.  

We still need to fund some remedial work needed on the Ground Surface of the 1950’s 
themed Garden on Jersey Wing.

Plans have been drawn up, and there will be some financial support from the RMBI, for 
works to be carried out in (the main) Pam’s Garden.  Whilst not fully detailed at present it 
will involve rehousing the Ducks in a purpose-built enclosure.  Provision of a 
conservatory in the corner where the Ducks are today.  Improvements to the Pergola and 
the installation of a Garden Pod.

The Friends will also be funding two Ipads, two Exercise Bikes and a 43 inch Smart 
Television.

                                                             Conclusion

Hopefully we will be able to move towards something close to normality as we progress 
through the second half of this year.  I am pleased that the Trustees, Officers, and 
Members of the Management and Events Sub-committees, Volunteers and Helpers 
remain in the background ready to resume their activities when we allowed to.



I thank those Individuals, Lodges, Chapters and other Orders who give so generously and 
many regularly, in whatever form, one off donations, annual support, and in the future by 
sponsoring events.

Thank you Beverley, Nina, the Activities and General Staff at the Home.  I particularly 
thank you for your efforts in keeping everyone safe throughout the Pandemic.  I also 
acknowledge the ongoing support provided by Dr John Reuther and the RMBI Care Co, 
and the continued support provided by the Three Local Provinces, London and Grand 
Metropolitan.

Julien Sampson
Chairman of the Association of Friends of Prince Michael of Kent Court (Watford)
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