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Annual report for the year 01/01/2024 – 31/12/2024
The Royal Manchester Childrens Hospital Genetic Trust (GEM Appeal) is constituted by 
Deed of Trust and is a registered charity, number 1040083. Its address is 6 Yealand Close, 
Bamford, Rochdale. OL11 4DL. The charity trustees at the start and end of the year were as 
follows:

Mrs Karen Johnson (Chairperson)
Mrs Katie Duxbury (Vice Chairperson)
Mr Garry Whitworth (Treasurer)
Mrs Wendy Mills (Secretary)
Mr Peter Johnson
Mrs Joy Whitworth
Mr David Howles
Mrs Lynn Howles
Mrs Judith Paraschack
Mr Robert Rawsthorne

As usual our AGM was held in January (2025) and reviewed the previous year’s activity.
Fund raising went ahead with our usual events all taking place and included the following:
10k Sponsored Walk
The Strawberry Sparkle Ladies Lunch
The Annual Winter Ball hosted by Denise Welch
The Welders Ball
The Christmas Afternoon Tea.

We also managed to arrange another Ladies Fashion Show which this year was by Fizz 
Fashions and a quiz which proved so popular that we are hoping to make it an annual event.

The year 2024 was a special year for the charity as it was its 30 year anniversary and in 
view of that it was decided to bring back the previously popular summer ball. This coincided 
with the reopening of the newly refurbished Rochdale Town hall and became one of the first 
events to take place in the newly revamped building and despite the extremely hard work 
needed to facilitate the event it proved to be yet another great success.

The one thing that came as a setback to the charity was that after the Winter Ball in 
November, Denise Welch, our patron, decided that she was unable to continue to host the 
winter ball and be involved with the charity in the way that she had in the past. This was as a
result of a serious illness she had had and was actually unable to attend the ball on the 
night.
As our biggest and best fundraiser this is a big setback and despite discussions at the AGM 
and many subsequent conversations we are unable to find somebody willing or capable of 
doing what Denise did for the charity and in view of the timescale for booking rooms venues 
etc it was decided that for now the Winter Ball would not go ahead.
This does not mean that if we find a replacement for Denise we won’t consider reinstating 
the event in future years.



The unit asked again if we could look at raising further funds to extend the contract of the 
research scientist and we paid over £48k to fund her ongoing employment.

The year of 2024 proved to be one of our better ones and with the money raised we were 
able to continue with the funding as requested and carry over around £20k to kick off the 
2025 fundraising effort.

The aims of the charity will again remain the same and are as follows:
Funding to provide research into incurable genetic diseases and potential cures
Provision of equipment to improve treatment and help with the above.

All of our trustees wished to remain in post and the same officers as in 2024 were voted in 
for 2025.
The AGM finished by again acknowledging the time donated by the trustees and associates 
and how much value this added to the charity and how it enabled the charity to continue 
raising the funds it does.


















































