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Annual report for the year 01/01/2023 – 31/12/2023.
The Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital Genetic Trust (GEM Appeal) is constituted by 
deed of trust and is a registered charity, no 1040083. Its address is 6 Yealand Close, 
Bamford Rochdale OL11 4DL. The charity trustees at the start of the year were as follows:

Mrs Karen Johnson (Chair)
Mrs Katie Duxbury (Vice Chair)
Mr Garry Whitworth (Treasurer)
Mrs Wendy Mills (Secretary)
Mr Peter Johnson
Mrs Joy Whitworth
Mr David Howles
Mrs Lynn Howles
Mrs Judith Paraschack
Mr Robert Rawsthorne
Mr Mario Burian.

Due to time restrictions the charity was unable to hold the AGM until February and at the 
AGM the trustees reflected and analysed the past year and what it meant for the charity.
The officers and trustees were re-elected and at this point Mr Mario Burian proffered his 
resignation for personal reasons.
Whilst all the trustees were sorry that Mario was leaving they all understood and thanked 
Mario for his support and service to the charity. In return Mario did say that he would 
continue to support the charity where and when he could.
It was also decided that Mario would not be replaced as we would now be back to our 
original number of trustees (ten) something we said we would do when we originally upped 
our number to allow Katie Duxbury to become a trustee.

We ran our annual events as usual and it was noted that whilst we no longer had the 
problem of the Covid pandemic the cost of living crisis was biting hard and had an adverse 
effect on our events. It has to be said that none of the events made a loss, however, the 
profit margin was reduced on most of the events. We as a charity were grateful that people 
turned up and despite not being able to support us with as much cash as in previous times, 
still enabled us to make a profit at each event.

The sponsorship deals we enjoyed in the past also did not emerge during 2023 and this had 
an adverse effect on our Winter Ball which showed quite a large drop in profits when 
compered to previous years but nevertheless still was our biggest earner of the year. On top 
of this the company we used to help set up the event ceased to exist at 31 December 2023 



which meant we had to find another company for the 2024 winter ball. We were lucky that 
the person who originally owned the company and then sold it came back in to the picture 
and started again by taking on our event for November 2024.

As stated in previous reports the monies we raise were being used to fund a research 
scientist at the Willink unit and the scientist was put in to place during 2023. The unit asked 
us to continue raising funds to extend the contract of the scientist for another year and if 
sufficient funds were available, another eighteen months.

All the trustees were in agreement that this should be our aim and we have raised enough 
funds to extend the contract for twelve months. We are presenting the cheque to the unit on 
17 April and this then takes the contract of the scientist through to June 2025 and we intend 
to continue our fund raising with a view to funding a further six months as per the unit’s 
request.

As can be seen from the above statement the aims of the charity remain the same:
Funding to provide research into incurable genetic diseases in children, treatments and 
potential cures.
Provision of equipment to improve treatment and help with the above.

As always the AGM ended with the recognition of the time donated and the efforts put in by 
everyone associated with the charity and the fact that everybody involved is a volunteer and 
does not receive any form of reward for their time and efforts










































