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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

 
 

 
The Trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2022. 

 
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION: 

 
MAIN CHARITY NAME: Market Rasen New Life Christian Fellowship 

 
MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES: E. Forsythe (appointed July 2023) 

 G. Taylor  

 N. Palmer 

R. Sheppard 

S. Griffiths 

 

 
(appointed July 2023) 

 M. May  

 J. Cawdell (appointed March 2022, 
resigned October 2022) 

 
PRINCIPAL ADDRESS: Market Rasen New Life Centre, 

Serpentine Street, 

MARKET RASEN. 

LN8 3AR 

 
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER: C. M. Tams, F.C.A. 

 
BANKERS: The Co-operative Bank plc, 

P. O. Box 250, 

Delf House, 

Southway, 

SKELMERSDALE. 

WN8 6WT 

 
CHARITY NUMBER: 1038968 

 
STRUCTURE GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

Governing Document 

The charity is governed by a Trust Deed dated 13 May, 1994. 

 
The policy and operating decision of the Charity rest with the Trustees who meet regularly to monitor the activities of the Trust. The 

spiritual authority for the government of the church itself rests with the elders. 

 
APPOINTMENT AND RECRUITMENT OF NEW TRUSTEES 

New Trustees are appointed by the Trustees, usually after consultation with the elders. They seek to recruit members to provide a 

balance of skills to the Trust. 

 
OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

Charity’s Objectives 

The trust seeks to demonstrate the Christian faith in action by advancing the Christian religion, relieving persons in conditions of need, 

hardship or distress or who are aged or sick. 

 
The trust seeks to advance the Christian Faith and relieve need in the community and further afield. 
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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

CHARITABLE ACTIVTIES 

 
 
 
In what has been as unprecedented decade so far with both national and global challenges, we are thankful that as a local 
church there have been many opportunities during 2022 for Market Rasen New Life to continue to share the truth of the 
gospel and to relieve need and thus continue to fulfil our charitable objectives.   
 
Two main preaching series based on John’s Gospel (Jan – July) and  The Sermon on the Mount (Sept and ongoing into 
2023) have been our focus for Sunday gatherings with Mike May (Senior Leader) involving 7 others from church family on 
the preaching team including releasing new people in their gifting in this area. A main theme running throughout the year 
has been “How We Live Matters”.  We have been blessed and refreshed too via our links with the Ground Level Network 
with 6 visiting speakers joining us on Sundays during the year. Nine people from church family went along to Swanwick 
Leaders Conference in April including 5 for the first time and 7 of our Musicians and Tech Team benefitted from the 
Worship Encounter Conference held at Alive Central Lincoln in June. 
 
Prayer underpins all we do together and we began 2022 with a significant 40 day season of Prayer and Fasting. Weekly 
Monday evening corporate prayer has remained on Zoom and it is encouraging that those living in villages can ‘come 
along’ more readily and along with our faithful Prayer Coordinators (Sheila Griffiths, Christine Jewitt and Jane Bridger) 
several others have taken a lead at these meetings.  Similarly continuing a Zoom link on Sundays has enabled those who 
are unwell or away from home to join the 40-50 of us who gather in person on Sundays as well as allowing visitors to dip 
into church which they can also do via connecting with our You Tube Sermon Channel and via our website.  
 
At the start of 2022 two new believers were baptised and a fresh Alpha Course began in September hosted at the Church 
Centre by Christine & Steve Jewitt and Estelle Forsythe with a team of helpers and kitchen crew too. Three of this Alpha 
group are now finding fellowship by going along to one of our midweek Connect Groups. Outreach takes place in many 
ways including through our monthly Men’s Breakfast & Evening Chats now coordinated by Louis Mullaney and through 
our free Friday Morning Coffee and Chat  sessions which often draw in 20+ people from the local community. (now 
extended to Wednesdays too during the winter open as a Warm Space) 
 
Our Church Centre building has been invaluable for the continued and expanding work of the Food Bank with approx. 125 
parcels packed per month for people in need in  Market Rasen and the locality. By the end of 2022, 90 households were 
supported each month via our Food Bank including 80 children. Run by a volunteer team of 15, headed up by Katy Hiley 
since May, we have been extremely thankful to a faithful God for ongoing  generous financial provision and food donations 
from a variety of sources including individuals, local organisations, local businesses and via local supermarkets. Links 
with local schools and the Town & District Council have developed too especially with regard to the Household Support 
Fund and the distribution of Food Vouchers.  A substantial donation of £29k of restricted funding for our Food Bank from 
the wind-up of Market Rasen Development Trust has helped us sustain and expand this much needed service in our 
locality.  By the end of 2022 a larger Food Bank storage room had been designed by our Building Team and the 
practicalities implemented early in 2023 by Richard Findlay (our part time Church Centre worker). At Christmas 70 special 
gift parcels were distributed to families and individuals.  During 2023, it is envisaged consideration will be given to whether 
to develop a community grocery.                                                                                                                               
 
For a small church a lot is happening and we know we serve a big God who provides for his work. In May, a decision was 
made for an expanded Core Leadership Team of seven to share responsibilities for moving things forward with a view to 
releasing new & younger  people in their gifting. Mike May as senior leader heads up this team which meets weekly. John 
Lechler took on liaising with the Building Team to continue refurbishment projects and seek possible grants, Katy Hiley 
took on the Food Bank and Paul has overseen our Centre Point children’s team. Martin Forsythe has also joined this team 
as well as Jen May, who leads our Safeguarding Team as well as our musicians and Rhona Sheppard who continues to 
coordinate much of the administration of the church and its day to day running. 
 
Centre Point, our Sunday children’s work has seen 25 different young people come along to enjoy Bible-based fun. The 
children have benefitted from  the teaching and kindness of Diane Goulden, Andrea Fletcher, James Burdett and helpers. 
( from May 2023 Diane will take over  full responsibility for Centre Point from Paul Hiley who has overseen it for a year)  
 
             
 
 
 
 
 

continued____ 
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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

CHARITABLE ACTIVTIES 

 
 
 
In the midst of all this, encouraging new things have happened too. Dawn Benson headed up a very well attended outreach  
Murder Mystery Evening & Dinner in May and Andrea Fletcher organised our participation in Tearfund’s Quiz evening ( a 
national event) in November  which raised over £400 for Tearfund’s work in some of the poorest countries in the world. 
 
We see developing  relationships  locally as well as regionally as key. 2022 saw the re-launched of shared lunches 
alongside All-Age services. Good Friday saw an outdoor witness service around the cross in the Market Place organised 
by the 5 local churches working together. And in August a brand new regional  event ‘Arise’  held at The Storehouse in 
Skegness (a Ground Level church) proved to be refreshing, prophetic and uplifting weekend celebration and also an 
opportunity for 2 of our musicians to serve on team and another to help with Tech.  In September, we launched  Praise 
and Worship evening on Fridays to be held every 2 months.  
 
We have enjoyed developing  positive links brought through the use of our Church Centre by community groups and a 
quick count up revealed that over 500 people a week  use the building. Praise God!   Groups using the centre include We 
Are With You ( Drugs Counselling service), Young Carers, U3A, Guides and Brownies etc.  We currently have two hard 
working  part time employees (Richard Findlay Maintenance & Tech 14 hours ) and Sue Jewitt (Finance 6 hours ). 2023 
will see careful consideration regarding planning a sustainable way forward to run the Church Centre and other aspects 
of church life as things continue to grow. We are thankful too for hundreds of hours of servant-hearted voluntary work from 
people in church family.   
 
It is a real privilege to share the gospel in word and deed, and we are excited that we have people who are  keen to explore 
developing  a new Youth Group for teenagers in 2023 and also an evening Night Light Café in liaison with the NHS for 
those struggling with mental health issues.  
 
Caring and encouraging one another involves us in pastoral matters including those bereaved.  Three people who were 
closely connected with New Life passed from this life during 2022: Stephen Baker, Mike Maw and Ivan Schappo.  We 
have been able too to help  those with financial difficulties with both counsel or practical help.  
 
We have been grateful for the ongoing wisdom and input from our Trustees ( currently Geoff Taylor as Chair, Norman 
Palmer, Mike May and Rhona Sheppard). During 2022, one Trustee, John Cawdell moved away from the area and 
resigned in October. He has been replaced by Estelle Forsythe and Sheila Griffiths.  
          
We are pleased to report that we have been able to meet our charitable objectives to share the gospel and to relieve 
need as reflected in this report and our 2022 annual accounts. Although regular giving and Sunday offerings have 
been below what was expected, we have thankfully been able to meet all our running costs and to maintain our reserves 
at the advised level. A special Gift Day in September has enabled us to pay off a considerable amount of the Church 
Centre mortgage. In faith, we have continued to give generously to other Christian ministries on a monthly basis: to 
Ground Level, Betel, Open Doors, Tearfund,  Care for the Family and the Christian Institute  and to have a special offering 
for those  suffering because of the war in Ukraine (via Tearfund DEC). 2023 has already seen some new people added 
to our number, and despite sharp increases in utility costs, with faith and careful stewarding of resources we expect to be 
able to continue to implement all that God is calling us to do and be.   
 
 

May more of Your Kingdom Come, Lord! 
And more of you will be done on earth as in heaven. 
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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES  

 
 
 

RESERVES POLICY  
 
Our reserves policy aims to be both biblical and practical. We neither want to accumulate or hoard funds for no reason 
nor do we want to be irresponsible with the financial resources God has provided us with. Rather we want to prepare 
our annual budget and steward finances wisely in line with our 2 charitable aims a) to advance the Christian faith b) to 
relieve need. Furthermore, we want to trust God for his ongoing provision for the extension of his Kingdom.  
 
We currently regard it prudent to have a reserve fund of £20,000  
 
• To cover 2-3 months running costs (£12,500) in the event of a loss of income ( eg from regular giving/room hire) or an 

increase in running expenses (eg utility costs)  
 
• To set aside monies for anticipated Church Centre refurbishment projects (£4,500) (NB Grants will also be sought)  
 
• To set aside monies for unforeseen events (£3,000)  
 
Our reserves will be kept in an Instant Access Deposit Account (Cooperative Bank)  
 
This policy will be reviewed annually by Leadership and Trustees. Next review October 2023  
 
 
 
Signed on behalf of the Trustees 

 
 
 

 
…………………………………………… 

R. Sheppard 

 

 
 
…………………………………………… 

Date 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 

MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

 
 
 

Independent examiner's report to the trustees of Market Rasen New Life 

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of Market Rasen New Life (The Trust) for the year ended 

31 December 2022. 

 
Responsibilities and basis of report 

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the 

Charities Act 2011 ('the Act'). 

 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in carrying out my examination 

I have followed all applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 
Independent examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in connection with the examination 

giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

 
1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the Act; or 

2. the accounts do not accord with those records. 

 
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should be drawn in 

this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 
 
 
 
 

C. M. Tams 

F   .C.A 

Smethurst & Co LLP 

12 Abbey Road 

GRIMSBY 

DN32 0HL 

 
 
 

 
Date: ……………………………. 
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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

RECEIPTS AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022. 

PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

 
 
 
 

 £ £ £ £ 

 

RECEIPTS: 

 

Restricted 

Funds 

Unrestricted 

Funds 

Total 

2022 

Total 

2021 

Voluntary Receipts: 
General Donations 

 
18,214 

 
40,975 

 
59,189 

 
48,245 

Foodbank 51,315 - 51,315 16,143 

Tax Refunds under Gift Aid - 12,409 12,409 9,800 

Investment Income received - 12 12 - 

Insurance claims - 1,749 1,749 - 

Other Receipts           -    17,320    17,320     9,029 

TOTAL RECEIPTS £69,529 £72,465 £141,994 £83,217 
 ========= ========= ========== ========== 

 
 
 
 
PAYMENTS: 

    

 
 
Grants paid 

 
 

2,214 

 
 

6,903 

 
 

9,117 

 
 

10,178 

Other costs of charitable activities 33,909 44,531 78,440 53,540 

Governance costs   -    1,428    1,428   1,080 
 £36,123 £52,862 £88,985 £64,798 
 ========== ========== ========== ========= 

ASSET AND INVESTMENT PURCHASES 
Property and improvements 

 
- 

 
7,431 

 
7,431 

 
3,113 

Equipment    -   1,920  1,920  5,639 
 £- £9,351 £9,351 £8,752 
 === ======== ======== ========= 

TOTAL PAYMENTS £36,123 £62,213 £98,336 £73,550 
 ========== ========== ========== ========== 

NET RECEIPTS/(PAYMENTS) £33,406 £10,252 £43,658 £9, 667 
 ========== ========== ========== ========= 
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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS 31 DECEMBER 2022. 

AND LIABILITIES 
 
 
 
 £ £ £ £ 

 
 Restricted Unrestricted Total Total 

 2022 

Original 

Cost 

2022 

Original 

Cost 

2022 

Original 

Cost 

2021 

Original 

Cost 

FIXED ASSETS     

Property and improvements - 335,475 335,475 328,044 

Equipment     -    57,587   57,587   55,364 

 £ - 

=== 

£393,062 

======= 

£393,062 

======= 

£383,408 

======= 

BANK AND CASH BALANCES     

Cash at Bank £38,595 

====== 

£53,226 

====== 

£91,821 

====== 

£48,163 

====== 

OTHER MONETARY ASSETS 
    

Gift Aid tax recovery - 453 453 504 

PAYE recovery - 106 106 242 

Debtors     - 1,533  1,533 1,973 

 £ - 

=== 

£2,092 

===== 

£2,092 

===== 

£2,719 

===== 

LIABILITIES     

Fees for Independent Examination and     

other Accountancy Costs - 1,128 1,128 1,080 

Net wages - - - 704 

Mortgage    -    94,583 94,583 115,544 

 £ - 

=== 

   £95,711 

  ======= 

£95,711 

======= 

£117,328 

======= 

 
Signed on behalf of the Trustees 

    

 
 
 
................................................................. 

    

R. Sheppard 
    

 
................................................................. 
Date 
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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

ACCOUNTING POLICIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a) BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

 
The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis with a statement of assets and liabilities. 
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MARKET RASEN NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TRUST 

 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. OTHER COSTS OF Restricted Unrestricted Total Funds Total Funds 

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES  Funds  Funds  2022  2021 

Church Events - 2,384 2,384 713 
Foodbank 17,909 - 17,909 12,428 
Employment Costs - 11,787  11,787 4,411 
Equipment Repairs and Renewals - 3,432 3,432 4,437 
Light and Heat - 3,280 3,280 2,568 
General Expenses - 3,524 3,524 3,196 
Rates - 1,378   1,378 546 
Insurance - 2,304 2,304 1,692 
Travel Expenses - 1,659 1,659 1,224 
Literature, Stationery and Postage - 912 912 704 
Telephone - 579 579 583 
Training - 2,765 2,765 245 
Youth Work - 78 78 114 
Website and Computer Costs -  336 336 766 
Loan to Person in Need   -    -  - 800 
Mortgage Repayments  16,000  10,113   26,113  19,113 

£33,909 £44,531 £78,440 £53,540 
========== ========== ========== ========== 

2. EMPLOYEES 
 

There was no trustee remuneration for the year ended 31 December 2022. 

No employee received remuneration in excess of £60,000 per annum. 

3. TRUSTEES’ EXPENSES 
 

There were no trustee expenses for the year ended 31 December 2022, nor the year ended 31 December 2021. 
 

4. FIXED ASSETS 
 

All assets are included at original cost. 
 

All donated assets are included at estimated market value at acquisition. 


