
Secretary’s report 2022-23 

So as we enjoy a final fling of summer at last, again it is a chance to 

look back on last year’s festival and forward to next year. 

The first section this year was Singing, which , as it was to be closely 

followed by Piano and Instrumental in the same venue ,with a bit of a 

push in the office we were able to deliver all the paperwork and other 

materials in one go. This saved much worry about logistics and I am 

sure we will try to do this again. We value our good connection with 

Emmanuel church, who support us well. The singing section produced 

some very interesting new repertoire, which Ben Costello, our 

adjudicator, responded to very well, luckily being cognisant of some 

already. The Piano and Instrumental section had some truly 

outstanding playing from the Intermediate age group which was a joy 

to listen to. James Kirby was an excellent adjudicator who responded 

very well to the new mark scheme ,of which we were a trial. After 

half term Speech & Drama took centre stage at the beautiful Field 

Place and again produced some very interesting work. We were 

pleased to welcome performers from Phoenix Theatre group, an 

inclusive theatre group,  in both singing and Speech& Drama and they 

added much variety to the work on show. The parents of their 

performers also swelled our audience numbers and were appreciative 

of all performers. The finally everything moved to the Pier Pavilion 

for an excellent full week of Dance, which gave adjudicator Carrie 

Ellis some tough decisions! We were pleased that Kate Wilson joined 

our admin team for the first time and that Kristie Lyne also shared 

some of the organisation with Keri Garner, so they both could have 

half a day off! WSCC also inspected us, under our BOPA terms, and 

gave us a resounding thumbs up! This has made life much easier for 

us this coming year as we already have our BOPA , with grateful 

thanks to John Logan 

All in all every section produced some wonderful moments and I urge 

you all to try to visit every section at some point next year……it’s a 

perk of my role that I do get to see some of all sections.  



The new marking scheme threw up some small problems but in 

general, we had few complaints. It will be interesting to see if  the 

conference of all festivals will approve its general usage, I feel it is 

likely. 

And so a look forward. We are pleased to say that we have been 

approved to be an ALL England qualifier in our dance section which 

has made some changes to our syllabus but from the reaction this 

week when entries opened its not putting any one off. Entries are open 

for all sections now and  are beginning to arrive. We have several new 

to Worthing adjudicators this year which will be fun.  

I am stepping back from being Head Of Singing this year, to be ably 

replaced by Beth Emery and supported by Marie Ball. I have fewer 

students now who want to enter so it seems only fair. I shall still be 

involved, you don’t get rid of me that easily! And of course I am 

engaged with the general admin in my role as Secretary. 

This festival is a great joy and brings opportunities to many 

performers, long may it continue.  

 

Jan Spooner Swabey 

Hon Secretary 






















