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FEDERATION CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
The twelve months covered by this report have been the busiest for me since I retired! 
It was a whirlwind of meetings and decisions regarding the refurbishment of Denman 
House whilst keeping the federation going in the absence of a federation secretary.   
 
I experienced my first face to face annual meeting and what a super day that was. It 
was so lovely to see all those smiling faces. I wasn’t quite expecting to be dancing on 
the stage that day, but thoroughly enjoyed it, nonetheless. 
 
From April until we finally moved out of North Lodge on 5th January 2024, the Board 
of Trustees worked hard to sort out all the possessions that had been accumulated 
since 1947. We had open house days where we invited people to come and buy items 
from the costume wardrobe, we had a sale of all the contents of the garage. We sorted 
through and archived box upon box of items of WI memorabilia and paperwork. We 
donated kitchen equipment to charities and schools. The bench from the front of the 
house was relocated to the church yard in Sidlesham.  
 
As Yvonne Price and I locked up on that January afternoon (we were both filthy and 
exhausted!), we knew that we had made the right decision, it was the right time to 
move. So much work needed to be undertaken, and the building was no longer fit for 
purpose. A new chapter was starting for our federation and that is always an exciting 
time. We all have fond memories of North Lodge, I first attended meetings there in the 
late 1980s but the opportunity to find a building that would be accessible to all our 
members (and not be on a dangerous roundabout) was too good to miss. 
 
Through November, January and February Pam Tedder and I held sales days at our 
new HQ in Horsham to make sure that the remaining items of the costume wardrobe 
all went to good homes. Nothing went into land fill. It was jolly cold in the empty 
building, but we made the most of it and made lots of connections with people who 
dropped in. 
 
The office furniture and remaining federation possession went into store in Horsham, 
and we carried on business working from our homes and meeting on Zoom.  The WSN 
distribution centre was established in Lesley Boardman’s dining room! 
 
Throughout the year the Events Team put on some splendid events including the 
reinvigorated South of England Autumn Show with a fantastic display of members’ 
crafts. The Sport and Leisure Team worked hard to put on a variety of events, and I 
thank them for their efforts and our Public Affairs Team focused on what we can do to 
raise awareness of our resolutions and campaigns. 
 
Once again West Sussex members pulled out all the stops during March by hanging up 
knicker bunting to highlight the subtle causes of Ovarian cancer, well done! 
 
My unreserved thanks go to my fellow officers, Federation Trustees, the adviser team 
and our staff members all of whom work very hard to support the federation and our 
members 
 
Federation Chair, Erika Brichta 
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MEMBERSHIP   
Membership figures for 2023/2024: 3608 
WI Suspensions 1st April 2023 – 31st March 2024: 
Lindfield Morning, Ferring, Middleton-on-Sea, Barns Green & Itchingfield, Steyning 
Downland, (May) Boxgrove, Lavant, Sompting Seadown, Seal Island – to merge with 
Selsey, (August) 
WI Formations 1st April 2023 – 31st March 2024 
The Witterings, Worthing Seagals, (June), Pease Pottage Pioneers, (October) 
 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
The Board of Trustees met 10 times using Zoom and face to face meetings.  Following 
the close of our Federation Annual Meeting on 19th October 2023, the federation board 
of trustees were elected as follows: Erika Brichta, Lesley Boardman, Jane Hazell, 
Karen James, Rosemary Hunter, Bridget Kearns, Fiona O’Leary, Yvonne Price, Deb 
Ruse, Pam Tedder and Ros Williams.  (Jackie Pearce was ultimately unable to take up 
her position as a Trustee.) 
 
The following trustees were elected as federation Officers for 2023/2024:  
Federation Chairman: Erika Brichta  
Federation Treasurer: Yvonne Price  
Federation Vice Chairmen: Lesley Boardman and Ros Williams 
 

 
104th FEDERATION ANNUAL MEETING  
 
The meeting was held in Horsham with Erika Brichta, Federation Chair, hosting the 

WSFWI 104th Annual Meeting which took place on Thursday 19th October 2023, at 

the Capitol Theatre in Horsham. 

 

Following a rousing rendition of Jerusalem, brilliantly accompanied on the piano by 

Ferring Downs member Sandra France, the business section of the meeting 

commenced with a special welcome to all and by introducing the Board of Trustees, 

Advisers, and invited guests.  The Chair then proposed the record of the last Federation 

Annual Meeting be taken as read. This was passed by the delegates. The Chair then 

proposed the adoption of the standing orders; also passed by the delegates. 

 
The Chair then proposed the stewards, Linda Bone and Jane Timpson, (federation 
staff), should act as tellers if needed. The delegates then agreed the adoption of the 
Annual Report.  Yvonne Price, Federation Treasurer presented the report for the 
financial year ending 31st March 2022. The adoption of the accounts was proposed 
and seconded. It was also proposed and agreed by the delegates that Jones Avens Ltd, 
Chartered Accountants, would remain as auditors for the year 2023/2024. Federation 
announcements and awards, including WIs celebrating special birthdays were 
celebrated. The 300 Club winners were announced. The Calendar Competition winner 
for the WSFWI 2023 Calendar, Angela Reynolds a member of West Chiltington WI, 
was congratulated for being the overall Calendar Competition winner.  
 
In her report Erika explained to members that our association with North Lodge as 
our HQ would come to an end at the beginning of 2024 and that work was underway 
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to take forward refurbishment plans for the building the federation had purchased in 
Horsham. She also explained that the Board of Trustees would all be working from 
home for the foreseeable future and hoped that the service to members would not 
suffer. Erika thanked members for their tremendous effort during March to highlight 
the need for awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian cancer by hanging out their 
knicker bunting in more places than ever. Thanks, and gifts were given to the staff at 
North Lodge who were taking redundancy rather than move to our new premises. 
 
Dozens of WIs donated baskets to be sold. They looked fabulous, were very varied and 
colourful. The generosity, thought and creativity were very much appreciated. 
 
We were fortunate to have two such accommodating speakers in Elly Griffiths, author 
and Ann Jones our National Chair as our speakers as 2 weeks before the event Ann 
Jones asked to be able to speak in the afternoon to attend an online NFWI morning 
meeting. Elly Griffiths kindly agreed to swap, and the programme was rejigged; crisis 
averted!  
 
Elly gave us a wonderful account of how she started her writing career with insights 
into how she approaches each book. It was also amusing to hear that her real name 
Domenica De Rosa was thought to be too romantic for a crime writer so her non de 
plume became Elly Griffiths.  
 
Elly’s publisher permitted Steyning Bookshop to have copies of her latest Brighton 
mysteries book for members to buy, even before the author had seen it herself and 
prior to the publication date! Elly signed books in the lunch break, she stayed longer 
than planned and enjoyed talking with members. 
 
Ann’s talk covered her long association with the WI which commenced when she got 
married and was told by her mother-in-law that she must join! Not a decision she has 
ever regretted though and from her farm in Wales she has travelled far and wide across 
England, Wales and the Islands loving meeting WI members and hearing all about 
their exploits.  
 
We were then joined by Leila Tasher a singer who got us all on our feet dancing to Abba 
among other hits. Leila also helped us raise the roof when singing the National 
Anthem, played by Sandra on the piano. It was wonderful to see so many members 
leaving the theatre with smiles on their faces, a truly lovely WI day out. 

WS Board of Trustees 
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TEAM REPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1 APRIL 2023 - 31 MARCH 2024  
 
EVENTS TEAM   
We were able to attend the Federation Annual Meeting in person at the Capitol Theatre 
Horsham, it was lovely catching up with other members and friends. We all enjoyed 
the event, with excellent speakers and concluded with singing and dancing to the best 
of Abba; we all went home with a smile on our face. 
 
Two events were held in theatres in the north and south of the county; Chequer Mead, 
Theatre, East Grinstead and the Atrium, Worthing. We were so lucky to have such 
interesting speakers ranging from local authors, a puppeteer, an astronomer and a 
very talented designer making regency costumes entirely from paper. 
 
Members travelled to London for the NFWI; it was an emotional meeting as it was the 
last time we would be meeting at the Royal Albert Hall for many years. 
 
The Literary Lunch and the walks during the Summer were all well attended. 
 
The Federation Quizzes were held at three different venues across the federation. This 
is always a popular event and great fun. 
 
The South of England Autumn Show was a huge success with 150 entries from both 
East and West Sussex. This showcases the WI for the crafts and talented members have 
which is always enjoyed and appreciated by the visitors who attend. 
 
We are looking forward to staging a variety of events at Denman House. 
 
Huge thanks go to all the team for their hard work. 
 
Chair: Ros Williams 
 
MEMBERSHIP & TRAINING TEAM 
The Membership & Training team has worked hard alongside the trustees to stay in 
touch and help our all our WIs, but sadly several WIs have suspended during the 23-
24 membership year. Chris Hodges and Jacky Barugh completed their Adviser training 
and were appointed in May 2023. The WIs were reallocated following their 
appointment to even out the numbers for each Adviser. We have worked with WIs and 
committees with their Annual Meetings and on many other occasions. 
 
Fiona Edgington moved to Cornwall, and we wished her success in her new life, where 
she hopes to continue as an Adviser for the Cornwall Federation. 
 
The review of the Adviser training undertaken by NFWI was completed and a new 
online training session is now offered, with support and “grassroots” training and 
experience offered by the federation, with the intention of being more accessible to 
members. Fiona O’Leary has completed the online training, with Sue Midgley and our 
Federation Chair Erika Brichta also having completed the training.  
 
Fiona had already helped Yvonne Bee to form a new WI in Pease Pottage – The Pease 
Pottage Pioneers in October 2023, and Chris and Jacky formed Worthing Seagals and 
Witterings WIs in June 2023. West Hoathly WI, who had previously suspended were 
reformed to enable a celebration of their centenary before merging with Sharpthorne 
WI. When WIs suspended during the year, their members were encouraged to join 
nearby WIs.  
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Yvonne Price continued as M&T Team Leader, and the team hopes to gain more 
members to see what we do and hopefully take on the new online training. Our 
meetings have been held as a hybrid to offer flexibility, and we will return to face-to-
face meetings in our new premises, while continuing to offer online access. We 
continue to use both Face to Face and Zoom for training and information sessions. We 
review the WI/Adviser groups on a regular basis to reflect our newer Advisers, and we 
keep in touch and offer advice and support.  
 
Online Resolution sessions were held, and member delegates were again able to 
represent their WIs by attending the NFWI Annual Meeting in Cardiff at the St David’s 
Hall, in-person and online. All WIs have had a visit from either an Adviser or a member 
of the trustees to offer support, and to answer queries and offer advice on any issues. 
A full day of Speakers Interviewing sessions was held successfully in 2023 after a long 
break.  
 
WIs coped well with adjusting to the change in their Annual Meeting months to 
February and March. The M&T team are always open to ideas to explore new locations 
for WIs and to look at different models for WI membership.  
 
I want to thank all the team for their support and hard work throughout the year. 
 
Team: Yvonne Bee, Sue Carter, (On sabbatical), Chris Hodges, Jacky Barugh,  
Sue Midgeley, Fiona O’Leary, Marita Watteau, Yvonne Price. 
 
Chair: Yvonne Price 
  
 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS TEAM 
I want to extend a huge thank you to the Public Affairs Team for their support, ideas, 
and knowledge—they’ve made a big difference to me as a new Trustee! We meet four 
times a year on Zoom, and our meetings are lively and fun. We’d love to welcome new 
members. 
 
This year, we have worked on several important projects. One of our key focuses is the 
upkeep of Bramber Beeches, a beautiful woodland on the West Sussex Downs. With 
help from In Her Hands, an all-women woodworking group, we installed a new bench 
made from timber felled during the 1987 hurricane. The bench was funded by a 
bequest from a former member, and we celebrated its installation with a lovely picnic.  
 
We have also been raising awareness for ovarian cancer by hanging “knicker” bunting 
across the county — in libraries, parks, shops, and pubs. These displays provide vital 
information about when and where to seek help.  
 
WI members participated in Outfall Safari Training with the Arun & Rother Rivers 
Trust (ARRT), learning how to spot and monitor pollution in our rivers. This ties in 
with our 2023 resolution to fight for cleaner rivers for people and wildlife. 
 
One of our biggest priorities has been tackling violence against women. Several of us 
attended a NFWI event in London, where we learned about the shocking rise in 
violence and how we can help. We’ve met with Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner 
Katy Bourne, who has been a great support to our campaign. 
 
We have also supported My Sister’s House, a charity for women at risk of abuse, by 
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yarn-bombing Chichester and decorating train stations along the South Coast with 
bunting to raise awareness.   
 
Looking ahead, we are planning a vigil in Horsham to mark the 16 Days of Activism in 
November. We will keep raising awareness and working towards real change. 
 
Our Team: Jacky Barugh, Erika Brichta, Geraldine Dandridge, Maureen O’Grady, 
Yvonne Price and Marita Watteau. 
 
Chair: Pam Tedder 
 
 
SPORT & LEISURE TEAM 
The Sport and Leisure Team have endeavoured to provide a varied programme this 
year but only the Shuffleboard evening, a Mix and Match Table Tennis event and Ten 
Pin Bowling received sufficient support to go ahead. Each event made a small profit 
and were enjoyed by those attending.  
 
The Team has reluctantly decided that future events will be offered through the Events 
Team. Team members will share their experience and expertise if requested. Thanks 
go to Christine Warren, Margaret Roberts, Anita Hambling and Sally Clay for their 
hard work over many years which has provided many hours of enjoyment for West 
Sussex WI members. 
 
Jan Marsden organised two walks for federation members. The first to Slindon Woods 
to revisit the site where we celebrated the WI centenary by planting one hundred oak 
saplings. The second walk was to Bramber Beeches on the South Downs. There a new 
bench has been installed for members to take a few minutes to enjoy the view. 
 
Walking Netball groups meet regularly both in the north and south of the federation 
and take part in tournaments. 
 
Chair: Lesley Boardman 
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