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ROTARY CLUB OF ST HELENS TRUST FUND
England & Wales · Charity number 1034681

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1994-03-08

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 55a Moss Bank Road
St. Helens
WA11 7DE

Phone 01744737393

Email stephenlawson06@aol.com

Website www.sthelens.rotaryweb.org

Activities

Objects: TO APPLY THE CAPITAL AND INCOME IN THE RELIEF OF THE POOR AND NEEDY OR TO
SUCH OTHER CHARITABLE PURPOSE, INSTITUTION, SOCIETY OR OBJECT

Activities: Financial and practical support for those in need locally and internationally, in particular through
the agency of Rotary Foundation

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals, Makes Grants To Organisations, Provides Human Resources

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, The Advancement Of Health Or Saving Of Lives,
Overseas Aid/famine Relief

• Who: Children/young People, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General Public/mankind
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Geography

• United States

• Knowsley

• Lancashire

• St Helens

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-06-30 £31,707 £29,921 - -

2024-06-30 £35,265 £46,181 - -

2023-06-30 £33,243 £25,164 - -

2022-06-30 £35,073 £14,688 - -

2021-06-30 £5,426 £5,882 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Alan Dickinson 2016-11-21

Joanne Robinson 2025-03-31

Joel Wood 2025-03-31

Leonard Marlow 2016-01-13

Paul Winstanley 2016-11-21

STEPHEN LAWSON

simon hairsnape 2016-01-13
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Rotary Club of St Helens Trust Fund

Trustees’ Report for year ended 30th June 2025

During the Rotary year the Rotary Club of St Helens continued its programme of community service, 
fundraising and charitable support across St Helens and the surrounding area. The year built upon 
the strong foundations established in recent years, including the Club’s Centenary celebrations and 
the award of the King’s Award for Voluntary Service in March 2024.

The Trust’s income was primarily generated through established fundraising activities including the 
Rainford Bonfire and Fireworks event, the Santa’s Sleigh programme and the Royal Birkdale Charity 
Golf Day. These events were well supported by members, volunteers and the wider community and 
enabled the Trust to provide financial assistance to local charities, voluntary organisations and Rotary
international activities. 

The Club continued to support Rotary’s global End Polio Now campaign through awareness including 
the planting of crocus bulbs for World Polio Day. 

Supporting young people remained an important focus. Members volunteered in three local primary 
schools to assist children with reading and literacy development and delivered a careers and 
education awareness event designed to broaden employment aspirations. Intergenerational 
initiatives also took place during the year, including projects linking primary schools with care homes 
where pupils created and shared Christmas cards with residents.

Youth leadership was further encouraged through the RotaKids programme at Holy Cross Primary 
School, helping children develop confidence, teamwork and community service values.

The Trust also supported community wellbeing initiatives including Unzip The Silence, a project 
approved by the Director of Health for St Helens Council and the Merseyside & Cheshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group. The project forms part of the borough’s mental health and wellbeing strategy 
and uses QR code technology to connect individuals directly with appropriate support services. 

A highlight of the year was the Community Impact event held at The Living Well where local charities 
and community groups presented their work and outlined how Rotary support could strengthen their
impact. Following the event the Trust made several direct grants to support community initiatives 
across the borough.

Throughout the year the Trustees ensured that the Trust’s resources were applied in accordance with
Charity Commission guidance on public benefit, supporting projects that alleviate hardship, promote 
wellbeing, support education and strengthen community cohesion.

The Trustees are satisfied that the Rotary Club of St Helens Trust Fund remains financially sound and 
well positioned to continue delivering charitable benefit to the local community. 

Lead Trustee: Steve Lawson

Trustee: Joel Wood

Date: March 2026



Rotary Club of St Helens - Trust Fund Accounts
Statement of Finacial Activities for year ended 30th June 2025

Expenditure        £ Income         £

Local Donations 20987 Donations
Members 1050

Overseas Donations
Rotary Foundation 3338 District Grant 
Other 3665 7003 Feed The Hungry 1000

Unzip The Silence -77 Rainford Bonfire Event 12087

Heritage Trail 252 Santa's Sleigh 3750

Schools/Family Projects 323 Royal Birkdale Golf Day 12838

Lenndwithcare 243 Gift Aid 2024/25 1235
2023/24 shortfall -253 982

Youth Speaks 60

Gazebo purchase (promotion) 1345

Central Station Project
Aluminium Signage 2478
Planters/Materials 314
Northern Trains -1000
2023/24 Accrual -2007
Over accrued -215

Transfer to Reserves 1786

31707 31707
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Rotary Club of St Helens Trust Fund

Trustees’ Report for year ended 30th June 2024

Following on President Paul’s 18 month’s period in office, President Simon took over on 1 1 2023 for his 18 months term, 
the final 12 months, of course, being the Centenary Year of the Rotary Club of St Helens. The Centenary Year began with the
100th Charter Dinner celebrations, held at Saints RLFC on the 22nd July 2023. It was a most successful and well attended 
event, and the guest speaker for the evening was Nikki Scott, Vice President of Rotary International.

Soon after, it was business as usual for President Simon as he presided over several well-established events, including the 
Rainford Bonfire and Fireworks Night, St Helens University College Graduation and Award ceremony at St Helens Parish 
Church, and, not forgetting the Santa’s Sleigh Christmas programme when the beautifully refurbished sleigh proudly toured 
the streets of St Helens. He even found time to help the Club regain the annual Bowls Trophy from Widnes Rotary Club!

On 18th December 2023 there was unexpected good news when an Early Day Motion congratulating the Rotary Club of St 
Helens on their Centenary Year was given by St Helens MP Connor McGinn at the House of Commons. He later spoke at a 
Club meeting at the Griffin Inn and presented a framed EDM certificate to President Simon.

In the background Immediate Past President Paul had been working on introducing a Rotary RotaKids Club to St Helens, and
on 9th February 2024 the Holy Cross Primary School RotaKids Club was launched. There had been close collaboration 
between the Rotary Club of St Helens and Holy Cross Primary School for a number of years and it is hoped that the RotaKids
Club will help increase the awareness of younger members of the importance of the community to St Helens.

A leading fundraiser for ‘End Polio Now’, the Club, once again, hosted an Indian Evening at The Blue Mango in Rainhill, this 
year attended by Dr Odrej Mach on behalf of the World Health Organisation. Sadly, Past DG Colin Ince was too ill to attend 
the event which he had initiated several years earlier. As the event attracts ‘match funding’ the event has raised well in 
excess of £25k over a number of years.

In a Centenary Year of many highlights, unquestionably the 14th March 2024 at St Helens Town Hall, when the Club was 
presented with the Kings Award for Voluntary Service by Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside, Mark Blundell, was the proudest. 
How fitting that an organisation committed to serving its community for 100 years should receive such an important 
honour in its Centenary Year!

Very sadly, we lost Past District Governor and Past Club President Colin Ince to higher office in the same month, and several 
tributes were paid to him at his funeral on 16th April, including an eloquent tribute by President Simon highlighting his 
legacy to our Club through his trustee roles with Rotary Shoebox and Disaster Aid UK & Ireland, together with his End Polio 
Now and Healthy in St Helens initiatives.

On 29th April 2024, Rotary District Conference returned to Llandudno for the first time since the Covid epidemic. Although it
was a shorter conference than usual, delegates had a most enjoyable weekend.

There was still time for President Simon to preside over two of the most popular and longstanding events in the Rotary 
Calendar, the Rotary District 1285 Disability Sports Day at Sutton Academy Centre, and, the Rotary Charity Golf Day at Royal 
Birkdale. 

But, for Immediate Past President Paul, and President Simon, I suspect the gloriously sunny afternoon of Wednesday 8 th 
May will last long in their memories. It was a most fitting end to a splendid Centenary Year when Paul and Simon proudly 
represented the Rotary Club of St Helens at a Garden Party hosted by King Charles in recognition of the recipients of his 
early honours’ lists. What a Centenary Year!

Trustees:

-------------------------           -------------------------             ------------------------            --------------------------              -----------------------

Alan Dickinson                  Simon Hairsnape                 Steve Lawson                    Len Marlow                            Paul Winstanley





Rotary Club of St Helens - Trust Fund Accounts
Statement of Financial Activities for year ended 30th June 2024

Expenditure        £ Income         £

Local Donations 33378 Donations
Members 1433
Rotary Ride 827 2260

Overseas Donations
Rotary Foundation 3307 District Grant (Unzip Silence) 500
End Polio Now 2130
Other 4458 9895 Indian Night - End Polio 1872

Unzip The Silence 980 Rainford Bonfire Event 10147

Cookery Awareness 180 Santa's Sleigh
Collections 5167
less Refurb/Towbar 1312 3635

Vocational Project 180 Heritage Trail
St H MBC Grants etc 3384

Lendwithcare 236 less:
Design, materials

KAVS Event 252 and promotion costs 3321 63

Selection Boxes (Schools) 288 Wine Tasting Quiz 1615

Rotakids Start-Up 128 Royal Birkdale Golf Day 13316

Rotary Pull-Ups 504 Gift Aid 2023/24 1857

QR Codes 160 Shortfall from Reserves 10916

46181 46181
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Rotary Club of St Helens - Trust Fund Accounts
Statement of Financial Activities for year ended 30th June 2023

Expenditure        £ Income

Local Donations 16500 Members' Donations etc

Overseas Donations 3090 Rainford Bonfire Event

Rotary Foundation 3250 Indian Night - End Polio

End Polio Now 1319 Royal Birkdale Golf Day

Heritage Trail 608 Santa's Sleigh

Lendwithcare 22 District Grant

Central Station Adoption 375 Gift Aid 2022/23

Surplus to Reserves 8079

33243



Statement of Financial Activities for year ended 30th June 2023
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Rotary Club of St.Helens Trust Fund

Trustees’ Report for year ended 30  th   June 2022

Following the end of Covid lockdowns, and after more than 18 months of 
very limited fundraising activities, the Club was back with a bang at the 
annual Rainford Bonfire and Fireworks event. As St Helens Rotary Club was
one of only a few organisations holding such events in 2021, we recorded 
our best result ever with a surplus of more than £11k!

President Paul wasted no time in resurrecting established initiatives such 
as assisting with children’s reading at a local school, supporting the local 
Poppy Appeal, and, of course, relaunching Santa’s Sleigh, a very popular 
community favourite. In addition he instigated several litter picks along 
the historical Sankey Canal, and a number of innovative projects utilising 
the benefits of QR codes across the community. One of the projects 
involves an ongoing collaboration with St Helens Council in identifying up 
to twelve Heritage sites and providing quick and informative data through 
easily accessible QR codes at each site. Another very successful project 
has involved children colouring and messaging Rotary branded Christmas 
cards to local residents of a local care home, many of whom receive few, if
any, greeting cards. A spin-off from this project has been to involve 
schoolchildren in completing other cards such as for Father’s Day, and 
including within the card a QR code which links to various men’s health 
and wellbeing sites e.g., prostate awareness. Another initiative will 
provide for similar messaging on Mother’s Day cards. 

The concept of utilising QR codes had already been established during 
Covid when Council volunteers and staff  were faced with questions from 
attendees to vaccination centres about any information available on 
foodbanks and mental health issues; Rotary suggested producing a QR 
Code community poster which subsequently could be found across a 
variety of town centre locations such as the bus and railway stations.

Sadly, at the end of 2021 the Club lost a former President to higher 
service.

The first half of 2022 saw two more record-breaking fundraisers, the End 
Polio Now Indian Evening raising almost £2k, and, the Royal Birkdale Golf 
Day, raising more than £11k. Plans are in place in the second half of 2022 
to hold a Dragon’s Den event to help distribute funds raised during 
2021/22 Rotary year.

Trustees:



-------------------     ----------------------     -----------------    -----------------   
------------------------

Alan Dickinson     Simon Hairsnape    Steve Lawson    Len Marlow    Paul 
Winstanley



Rotary Club of St.Helens
Trust Fund Balance Sheet as at 30th June 2022

30 6 2022
Current Assets            £

Cash at Bank
Charity Account 29466

Loan
Lendwith care 1757

Debtors

HMRC 1646 3236

Current Assets 32869

Less Current Liabilities
HMRC 1863
General Accrual 1300 1300 2400

31569

Represented By:-

Trust Fund as at 1 7 2021 8184 8640
Remove/Add to Reserves 20385 28569 456

Contingency Reserve 3000

31569

L B Marlow - Treasurer



Trust Fund Balance Sheet as at 30th June 2022

30 6 2021
            £

10454

1757

3236

15447

4263

11184

8184

3000

11184
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