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This year we have redecorated the front porch & committee room, revarnished the hall floor, 
replaced the rotting wooden field door and its frame with UPV and refurbished the playing surface 
of the sports area. The hall and its environs therefore continue to be kept in excellent condition with 
the support of local contractors Jackie Foulger, Buster Wilby & Paul Baxter who all give excellent 
service.  
 
Gareth Clarke has started a Rickinghall Tennis Club which now hires the courts throughout the year 
to play tennis & pickleball, which has more than doubled the use of our sports area and, presumably, 
improved the health of the players. 
 
The standout success is the monthly market and the associated classic car show & autojumble which 
together generated a nett £10k income. Without the support of Dave & Judy Juniper co-ordinating 
the autojumble and car show we would not have a market.  However, the event could not happen 
without the hard work of a changing cast of 20+ volunteers each month who willingly give their 
time from some silly o’clock in the morning to run the café and supervise the visitors on the field. 
The buffet lunch held in October to thank our volunteers had some 50 people on the invitation list.  
 
Following installation of the solar panels last year, in November 2024, we changed our electricity 
supplier to Octopus. After much pestering, they finally installed a fully working electric meter in 
October this year, this enables us to receive payment for electricity exported to the grid. The 
installation should have taken 10 weeks: it took 10 months. In November they agreed to pay us for 
the electricity exported to the grid since we joined Octopus so we are now £1k in credit.  
 
The hall has been hired 561 times this year, only slightly less than the record number of 576 hires 
last year. The outcome is that the running costs of the hall for the year were only £13.47 greater than 
the hire income. Thanks to the market income and £8K grants from Mid Suffolk District Council, 
the overall result is that having spent £28.4K on projects our bank accounts total only £3k less than 
last year. 
 
Finally, my thanks also to all committee members who willingly give their time and expertise on a 
multitude of tasks to ensure that the hall continues to operate successfully at the heart of our 
community. 
 
 
 
 
Charles Greenhough 
28 November 2025  


















