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SILVER JUBILEE SPORTS CLUB
England & Wales · Charity number 1031063

Details

Other names RICKINGHALL VILLAGE HALL, RICKINGHALL VILLAGE HALL AND
RECREATION FIELD

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1994-01-06

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address The Pightle
Water Lane
Rickinghall
Diss
Norfolk
IP22 1EL

Phone 07709962658

Email rickinghallvh@gmail.com

Website www.rickinghallvh.onesuffolk.net

Activities

Objects: "THE TRUSTEES SHALL HOLD THE PROPERTY (HEREINAFTER CALLED " THE TRUST
PREMISES") UPON TRUST TO PERMIT THE SAME TO BE USED FOR THE PURPOSES OF PHYSICAL
AND MENTAL RECREATION AND INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF
RECREATION GROUNDS, READING AND RECREATION ROOMS, LIBRARY, LECTURES, CLASSES OR
OTHERWISE AS MAY BE FOUND EXPEDIENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE INHABITANTS..."

Activities: Provision, maintenance & improvement of facilities at Rickinghall Village Hall, Suffolk. This is
available for hire at modest rates, mostly by local organisations & individuals. We also provide & maintain a
children's play area, & a skatepark/BMX facility, plus a multi-use games area which is used for football,
netball & tennis, & a playing field which is used for many purposes including football.
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Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, The Advancement Of Health Or Saving Of Lives,
Religious Activities, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Amateur Sport, Environment/conservation/heritage,
Recreation

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, Other Charities Or Voluntary
Bodies, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: IN PRACTICE PARISHES OF RICKINGHALL, SUFFOLK.

• Suffolk

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-10-31 £51,586 £54,602 - -

2024-10-31 £77,716 £84,210 - -

2023-10-31 £41,848 £21,427 - -

2022-10-31 £30,125 £15,833 - -

2021-10-31 £39,851 £23,564 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

David William Lister 2018-11-04

Dominic Ebert 2019-11-06

Elizabeth Draper 2019-11-06

John Foulger 2018-11-04

Keren Crosby 2019-11-06

Lesley Farrer 2024-11-29

MR CHARLES GREENHOUGH

ROBERT GORDON CLARK

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1031063


SILVER JUBILEE SPORTS CLUB
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1031063

Accounts



Rickinghall Village Hall 
(Rickinghall Silver Jubilee Playing Field) 

Charity Number 1031063 
 
Chairman’s Annual Report November 2025. 
 
 
This year we have redecorated the front porch & committee room, revarnished the hall floor, 
replaced the rotting wooden field door and its frame with UPV and refurbished the playing surface 
of the sports area. The hall and its environs therefore continue to be kept in excellent condition with 
the support of local contractors Jackie Foulger, Buster Wilby & Paul Baxter who all give excellent 
service.  
 
Gareth Clarke has started a Rickinghall Tennis Club which now hires the courts throughout the year 
to play tennis & pickleball, which has more than doubled the use of our sports area and, presumably, 
improved the health of the players. 
 
The standout success is the monthly market and the associated classic car show & autojumble which 
together generated a nett £10k income. Without the support of Dave & Judy Juniper co-ordinating 
the autojumble and car show we would not have a market.  However, the event could not happen 
without the hard work of a changing cast of 20+ volunteers each month who willingly give their 
time from some silly o’clock in the morning to run the café and supervise the visitors on the field. 
The buffet lunch held in October to thank our volunteers had some 50 people on the invitation list.  
 
Following installation of the solar panels last year, in November 2024, we changed our electricity 
supplier to Octopus. After much pestering, they finally installed a fully working electric meter in 
October this year, this enables us to receive payment for electricity exported to the grid. The 
installation should have taken 10 weeks: it took 10 months. In November they agreed to pay us for 
the electricity exported to the grid since we joined Octopus so we are now £1k in credit.  
 
The hall has been hired 561 times this year, only slightly less than the record number of 576 hires 
last year. The outcome is that the running costs of the hall for the year were only £13.47 greater than 
the hire income. Thanks to the market income and £8K grants from Mid Suffolk District Council, 
the overall result is that having spent £28.4K on projects our bank accounts total only £3k less than 
last year. 
 
Finally, my thanks also to all committee members who willingly give their time and expertise on a 
multitude of tasks to ensure that the hall continues to operate successfully at the heart of our 
community. 
 
 
 
 
Charles Greenhough 
28 November 2025  
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Rickinghall Village Hall 
(Rickinghall Silver Jubilee Playing Field) 

Charity Number 1031063 
 

Acting Chairman’s annual report 29 November 2024 
 
Our achievements this financial year: the charity has installed a solar panel and battery 
system to contain energy bills, replaced defunct flood lights on the sports area and 
replaced failed Velux roof lights all with the invaluable help from various grants. Botesdale 
Parish Council generously provided emergency funding of £10K for the flood lights from its 
community infrastructure funds. Without this help we would have had great difficulty doing 
the repairs before the winter season.  We also installed a sound system for use within the 
hall.  The replacement of the wooden roof line and downspout covers with plastic was 
planned for the 2023/2024 financial year but was completed this month, November 2024. 
The grass mower finally succumbed to its age and was replaced with a younger model. We 
had earmarked funds to cover the cost.  Looking forward, Suffolk County Council’s project 
to install two electric vehicle charging bays on the car park is scheduled for March 2025. 
 
Volunteers on the management committee, from the local community and further afield 
carry out a wide range of tasks for the benefit of the charity and hence our local 
community, viz: running the regular market together with the autojumble & classic car 
meets; the annual Christmas craft fair; weekly & monthly safety checks; maintenance of the 
hall and playing field, administration of accounts and hiring out the premises. Without these 
contributions, the costs of running the hall would be significantly higher and the events held 
at the hall considerably fewer. Thank you to everyone who contributes their time and skills. 
However, the continued willingness of volunteers to organise these events is not 
guaranteed and difficulties in recruiting appropriate volunteers to support the village hall is 
a cause for concern.  We were very sad to lose volunteer Mike Goodwin who has 
maintained the playing field in good order for many years. 
 
The hall has been hired out a record 576 times to individuals, local organisations and small 
businesses, this compares with 507 hires last year.  South Norfolk Netball League 
continues to hire the sports area throughout the year and in the summer months we have 
regular informal tennis bookings. The skate park continues to be well used.  We plan to 
repaint the surface of the sports area in 2025 and promote the use of this area to a wider 
audience. 
 
The charity’s principal sources of funds are hire charges made for use of the facilities, 
fundraising from the monthly markets, autojumble & classic car meets and annual 
Christmas craft fair. The £16,700 cost of running the hall and outdoor areas this year was 
covered by £18,000 income from hire fees. I therefore suggest that we can keep our 
current hire charges unchanged for 2025. 
 
We hold a reserve to cover one year’s running costs (2024 £17K) plus £10K for emergency 
repairs plus money set aside for possible future projects and we continue to maintain and 
improve both the indoor and outdoor facilities of this important community asset. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Charles Greenhough 
Acting Chairman 
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RVHMC Deputy Chairman’s Report 2023    24/11/23 
 
 
With the worst impact of Covid now hopefully behind us, the past year has seen a 
further small 5% uptick in the number of bookings over the previous year to 1st 
November, topping out at 507 separate events.  The weekly classes & gatherings 
account for the majority of these booking and some have been very long standing so 
it’s great to see that the hall is still being used by a wide cross section of the local 
community. 
 
Unfortunately the youth’s football booking was rather short lived, more down to the 
club’s arrangement with their league rather than anything that we had done wrong 
but it is still a shame the pitches remain dormant bar the occasional casual users.  
The field has been fully utilised during the summer months however, with the 
Autojumble and the revised format Country Market, the combination of which has 
proved very lucrative for the hall. The Autojumble seems to have benefited from the 
extra publicity through our re energised social media exposure and website as well 
as new roadside signs and of course word of mouth.  We seem to be garnering quite 
a reputation for putting on a good show.  Whilst we’d decided to simplify/reduce 
market stall holder charges, the broader offering of items for sale seems to have 
been popular with visitors as is the café and its infamous bacon baps, proof I think 
that  the change in format was the right decision. 
 
Stripping out the approx. £10,500 of grant money which has been secured, the 
income for the hall over this past year is pretty much on a par with 2021/2.  There 
has been some project expenditure and other ancillary costs which have risen year 
on year but again, excluding the grant, the hall has still turned a profit of over 
£10,000.  Our financial position therefore, is stronger still and we’re better prepared 
to weather any similar Covid type storm, all of which is only possible with the 
unfaltering input, month in, month out, of the committee members and supporters for 
which I’m truly thankful.  This is a community asset and the funds generated are 
designed to be re-invested into improving the facilities for everyone in the village to 
benefit from.   
 
The major project currently progressing to actual installation in the coming two or 
three months is the PV panel/battery array, fully funded through a variety of grants. 
These have been secured from both Botesdale & Rickinghall Parish Councils, the 
locality budgets of both District Councillors Gilly Morgan & Jessica Fleming, Mid 
Suffolk District Council, Suffolk County Council & the National Lottery.  Coupled with 
the replacement of all of our now rather tired Velux windows, we hope this will 
enable us to ride out the huge spikes in electricity costs without having to impact hire 
charges for the foreseeable future, not forgetting of course the ‘green’ credentials 
that come with it.  Installation of EV charging points is also a possibility in the coming 
year but I’d be keen to hear ideas from the wider community as to what other 
facilities people would like to see at the hall to make it even more of a useful hub for 
the village.   
 
I’m confident of a successful 2024 and look forward to seeing the planned 
improvements to the hall facilities bear fruit for everyone.  
 
Dominic Ebert  
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RVHMC Deputy Chairman’s Report 2022    25/Nov/2022 
 
During this year we have reluctantly accepted the resignation of our chairman David Lister 
from the committee due to ill health. I’m pleased to say that David’s health is much improved 
and whilst his tenure as chairman was brief, I’d like to thank him on behalf of the committee for 
his service to the hall in this role as well as the years he spent on the committee as a whole.  
The role of chairman remains vacant and we’d be pleased to accept new volunteers.   
 
Following the Covid years, usage of the hall for this financial year has seen a marked upswing 
and it’s pleasing to witness the facilities being used more and more by both villagers and 
groups from further afield.  We’ve had regular youths football training with matches booked for 
the 22/23 season, the Classic Car show in the summer, which benefited from glorious weather 
on the day and the Queens Jubilee Fair, which sadly did not although the turn out was still 
good. Despite the Fair making a small loss the feedback from the community was very 
positive.  The committee would like to thank Lesley Free who spearheaded organisation of the 
event, assisted by many committee members in the run up and on the day.  Thanks should 
also go to Lesley’s family:- Nick, Lee & Amy Free for help on the day, Sharon Nozedar for 
judging the dog show and to Jean & Geoff Short for running one of the games stalls.  The 
committee members who dedicated hours of their free time to ensure this event was a success 
as well as the commitment they make month in, month out, can easily be overlooked or taken 
for granted. Please be assured, your valuable input is very much appreciated. Thank you.  
 
I’d also like to pass on the committee’s thanks to the Parish Council for their work in securing 
the grants that have enabled the building of the Skate Park. 
 
The Farmers Market format has been under pressure from Covid, more competition in the 
local area and now the cost of living crisis.  These factors all jeopardise the viability for 
stallholders and impact the customer footfall figures.  Combining the autojumble with the 
Farmers Market during the warmer months has helped offset falling stall revenue with 
increased café takings. We are proposing a Country Market starting in 2023 to broaden the 
appeal and hopefully improve revenue.  I want to thank John Foulger for his part in continuing 
to run the market as well as head up the café on market days.  As well as rotating help from 
committee members, we should note the support from the wider village community, namely 
Anne Lister, Val Hughes, Helen Greenhough, Catherine Greenhough, Greg Panter & Barbara 
Thompson who have made valuable (and sometimes last minute) contributions to the running 
of the hall.  Thanks also to Dot Quinton, our hall cleaner who came on board a few months 
ago, and who is doing an excellent job. 
 
The lottery continues to be a lucrative and reliable revenue stream for the hall under Liz’s 
stewardship. Thank you to Liz and her team. 
 
The hall’s financial position has improved again this year and I’m keen to explore the benefits 
of solar/PV panels, perhaps electric car charging points and possibly Boules pistes to further 
improve the facilities for the village.  I would hope at least a proportion of these potential costs 
would be funded through grants or donations, but projects like these require some significant 
research and we’d welcome any new members who would like to join the committee or 
volunteers who are more comfortable helping on an ad hoc basis.  The more hands ‘on deck’, 
the smaller the tasks become for all concerned so please urge your friends and neighbours to 
join up. 
 
Finally, my thanks to Charles and Lesley Greenhough.  The hall could simply not run as it does 
without the daily input that I know Charles & Lesley make.  Being on the front line and handling 
bookings can be a frustrating experience, but they never falter. The minuting of our meetings 
are top notch and Lesley’s fastidious approach to the bookkeeping means that everything 
stays tidy and ship-shape. 
 
Dominic Ebert  
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Rickinghall Village Hall 
(Rickinghall Silver Jubilee Playing Field) 

Charity Number 1031063 

 
 

Annual Report, presented to the AGM on 26 November 2021  

 

Firstly. I will not mention 'pandemics' we all know what that did to the hall and I do not want to run 

through it again. 

 

Secondly. We will not discuss any of our committee problems, past or present, again we all know 

them. 

 

Setting all that aside, somehow we have had a good year. The Farmers' Markets are doing very well 

under the circumstances and income coming from the autojumble and car boot helped a lot. 

 

Downers : firstly, our local football team folded many years ago, and Wortham Football Team 

which used the field and facilities  has now folded and secondly, the failure of the Jazz evening. 

 

But the uppers. In many ways it is the work done to the building. We have replaced the road side 

doors, four windows on the south front, including the kitchen. We have completed the quinquenial 

electrical check and defects are mostly rectified, with a plan in place to rectify the remaining defects. 

The hall lights have been changed to LEDs. We have fitted three external electrical sockets and 

replaced three external lights and wiring facing the field. A second picnic table has been fitted near 

the skate park. The sports court has been deep cleaned. The bar toilet has been repainted by 

Dominic. The remaining exterior woodwork with the exception of the road side windows has been 

repainted and is in sound condition.  This is not counting the lots of small jobs, some wear and tear, 

some forced on us by vandalism. 

 

That's not a bad list for one year. 

 

David Lister 
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