
Annual Report – Milton Keynes Division – Year ending 31  st   March 2021

We currently have 35 units and over 440 active girl members.  There are several 
hundred  girls waiting for spaces in units, with the majority this number being 
made up of prospective Rainbows.  Sadly 2 units have closed during the year, 
and we expect more to be closing in the year to come mainly due to Covid.

There have been no changes of Commissioner this year. 

The year began at the start of the first Coronavirus lockdown.  Most units ceased 
activities immediately, with a few testing the virtual waters using Zoom.  As the 
spring & summer went on, more units decided to meet on Zoom, and some kept 
in touch using Facebook posts, videos, suggestions via email and activity packs.  
Some units even took part in virtual sleepovers.

August saw permission to have socially distanced face to face meetings in small 
groups.  Take up on this was initially hesitant, but a few units were regularly 
meeting outdoors in September.

Towards the end of September we got the news that indoor meetings were to be 
allowed with small groups and very strict controls.  This news was released at the
same time the national press was highlighting a rise in Coronavirus cases 
nationally, and the death rate was starting to rise again.  There was not much 
take up on Face to Face, and those units that did opt for this, managed, at most, 
one face to face indoor meeting before the country was forced back into 
Lockdown.

Heron’s Lodge Guide Centre has been closed for the most part this year, 
although did reopen over the summer for local toddler groups and a few 
Girlguiding F2F meetings. A grant was received from the local council as part of 
the government’s initiative to make up for loss of earnings.  A grant was also 
received from Milton Keynes Community Foundation to replace all the carpet 
downstairs for hard flooring, to make the building easier to clean.  All residential 
events have been cancelled or moved into 2021 when they will hopefully resume
towards the end of the year.

Milton Keynes Guide shop reopened in mid June when the government allowed 
non-essential shops to reopen. They were closed for August as usual, and 
reopened for September and October with reduced opening hours, which have 
now become permanent.  The shop was closed during November due to the 
second national lockdown.  Sales have been poor, which was to be expected.
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