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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR
England & Wales · Charity number 1023028

Details

Other names OXFORD HARMONIC SOCIETY

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1993-06-24

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 22 Swinbourne Road
Littlemore
Oxford
OX4 4PQ

Phone 01865714778

Email chair@oxfordharmonicchoir.org

Website www.oxfordharmonicchoir.org

Activities

Objects: TO PROMOTE IMPROVE DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN PUBLIC EDUCATION IN AND
APPRECIATION OF THE ART AND SCIENCE OF CHORAL MUSIC

Activities: The Oxford Harmonic Society is a large amateur choir under professional musical direction which
gives public performances of choral works supported by a professional orchestra and soloists. It holds three
concerts a year in major Oxford venues and rehearses for two hours weekly in Oxford from early September
to late June.

Classification

• How: Provides Services

• What: Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1023028
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1023028
mailto:chair@oxfordharmonicchoir.org
www.oxfordharmonicchoir.org
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Geography

• Area of benefit: IN PRACTICE OXFORD AND SURROUNDING AREA

• Oxfordshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-07-31 £46,644 £52,770 - -

2024-07-31 £55,420 £51,975 - -

2023-07-31 £48,567 £43,526 - -

2022-07-31 £40,391 £41,576 - -

2021-07-31 £5,394 £4,794 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

AMANDA TOWNSEND Chair 2015-12-01

Adam Martin 2023-11-28

Bettina Posselt 2025-12-02

DAVID PETER MORRIS FRSA 2018-05-14

DIANA PICK 2015-12-01

Dr Robin James Wilson 2024-11-26

Katherine Booth Stevens 2025-12-02

Margarita Ann Morris 2018-12-04

Philip John Butcher 2023-01-24

Rainer Buhler 2019-12-03

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1023028
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 2025

Year ended

31/7/2024

General Restricted Endowment

Fund Fund Fund Total Total

INCOME £ £ £ £ £

General:

Members' subscriptions (note 2) 21,832 - - 21,832 23,369

Income tax recovered under Gift Aid 4,183 - - 4,183 4,528

Donations 1,335 - - 1,335 5,137

Fund raising events 67 - 814 881 1,309

Surplus on sale/hire of scores (163) - - (163) 31

Bank deposit interest 1,069 - - 1,069 545

Dividends 901 - - 901 879

29,224 814 30,038 35,798

Concerts (note 3): - -

Ticket sales 15,656 - - 15,656 15,252

Programme sales 741 - - 741 837

Programme advertisement sales 210 - - 210 210

Sponsorship - - 1,000

Grant from the Josephine Baker Trust - - - 

16,606 16,606 17,299

TOTAL INCOME 45,830 814 46,644 53,097

- 

SUMMARY
Year ended 

General Restricted Endowment Total 31 July 2024

FUNDS brought forward at 31 July 2024 32,157 36,011 68,168 64,723

(Note 8)

- 64,723

Less:

Income for the year, as above 45,830 - 814 46,644 53,097

Expenditure for the year (52,770) - - (52,770) (51,974)

Funds transfer - - - - - 

Gain/loss on revaluation of quoted investments - - (521) (521) 2,323

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR (6,940) - 293 (6,647) 3,445

FUNDS carried forward at 31 July 2025 25,217 - 36,304 £61,521 £68,168 

(page 4)

Funds

Year ended

31 July 2025
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 2025

Year ended

31/7/2024

General Restricted

Fund Fund Total Total

£ £ £ £

EXPENDITURE

Concert expenditure (note 3):

conductor's and soloists fees 7,169 - 7,169 8,036

orchestra fees 18,468 - 18,468 16,604

Performing Rights Society fees 303 - 303 -

hire of hall and staging, etc. 7,712 - 7,712 7,000

Venue bar costs - - 540

hire of organ or keyboard 1,020 - 1,020 602

concert lighting - - 2,291

orchestral scores 1,676 - 1,676 824

printing and advertising 2,551 - 2,551 2,708

agent's commission on ticket sales 1,098 - 1,098 993

sundries 149 - 149 177

40,146 - 40,146 39,775

Other expenditure:

   Rehearsal expenses conductor's fees 4,557 - 4,557 4,495

accompanist's fees 2,720 - 2,720 2,479

choral training 30 - 30 280

hire of rehearsal hall 4,345 - 4,345 3,922

11,652 - 11,652 11,175

Administration expenses: - - 

   Making Music insurance 622 - 622 654

   Advertising & other expenses 41 - 41 113

   Independent examiner's fee - - - -

   Sundries 309 - 309 259

972 - 972 1,025

- 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 52,770 - 52,770 51,974

Year ended

31 July 2025
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

BALANCE SHEET
as at 31 July 2025

31 July 2025 31/7/2024

£ £

Quoted Investments, at market value:

   COIF Charities Investment Fund shares

Endowment Fund 32,163 32,684

Debtors and prepayments (note 6) 8,830 7,659

Balances at:

   Barclays Bank Community account:

General Fund 5,277 7,590

   COIF Charities Deposit Fund accounts:

General Fund 1,148 7,789

Endowment Fund 3,326 1,238

   United Trust Bank Ltd 12,248 11,643

62,993 68,602

Cash in hand - 7

Deduct:

Creditors and Liabilities (note 7) (1,471) (441)

Accounts payable - -

NET ASSETS £61,521 £68,168

Representing:

FUNDS (page 2)

Unrestricted:

General 25,217 33,147

25,217 33,147

Endowment (note 4) 36,304 35,021

£61,521 £68,168 

Approved by the Oxford Harmonic Choir at its Annual General Meeting on 

and signed on its behalf by

Chair Secretary
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 2025

1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES

These accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and on an ongoing concern basis, with items 

recognised at cost or transaction value other than quoted investments which are shown at market value.

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting 

and Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard

applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

1)   Accounting Convention

The financial statements are prepared on the accruals basis.

2)   Fund Accounting

The charity has set up an endowment fund to accept donations and legacies for longer-term investment. The

income of the fund can be used for general purposes but the capital can only be drawn down by specific 

decision of the Committee.

Otherwise the charity maintains a single fund which represents unrestricted income and capital which is 

expendable at the discretion of the trustees in the furtherance of the objects of the charity.  

2 MEMBERS' SUBSCRIPTIONS

Although still lower than pre-pandemic, Member numbers have recovered to some extent.

3 LOSSES ON CONCERTS

The choir undertook a full season of three concerts in the financial period.  Income during the period was slightly higher than

 that of the prior year, ignoring the  award from the Elgar Society in the previous year. Audience numbers were still disappointing,

 however,due to a general reduction in concert-going post-pandemic. Total losses on the concerts were £1064 higher than the prior year.

Mendelssohn Rossini Coleridge-T

St Paul Stabat Mater Hiawatha's WF

etc. etc.

£ £ £ Total

Receipts: sales of tickets 4,740 5,638 5,278 15,656

sales of programmes 236 249 256 741

programme advertisements 70 70 70 210

sponsorship  -    -    -    -   

5,046 5,957 5,603 16,606

Expenses: conductor's and soloists fees 2,668 3,043 1,458 7,169

orchestra fees 6,234 5,954 6,280 18,468

hire of hall and staging costs 2,768 2,472 2,472 7,712

venue bar costs  -    -    -    -   

hire of keyboard 620 400  -   1,020

hire of lighting  -    -    -    -   

Peforming Rights Society fees  -    -   303 303

orchestral scores 478 455 744 1,676

printing and advertising 1,091 845 615 2,551

agent's commission on ticket sales 363 364 370 1,098

sundries 47 51 51 149

14,269 13,583 12,293 40,146

Total losses on the concerts 9,223 7,627 6,690 23,540
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4 ENDOWMENT FUND

To compensate for the loss of grants from Oxford City Council and Arts Council England, the trustees decided

in 2006 to set up an Endowment Fund to attract donations and legacies for longer-term investment.

The income of the fund is paid into the General Fund to support the Society's activities, but the capital can

only be used in emergency by resolution passed by a two-thirds majority of the Committee, notice

of such resolution being given at least two weeks prior to the date of the meeting.

5 INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S FEE

The current Examiner has generously not charged a fee for his work.

6 DEBTORS

These comprise:

£

Deposits paid for concert hall hire in future years 8,402

Dividend due for current year but paid after year end 225

Orchestral scores for Bruch, paid in advance 203

Total 8,830

7 CREDITORS

These comprise monies received in advance from members for copies of the music

for the November 2025 concert (£1168) and a PRS payment due for the June 2025

concert (£303.48)

8 PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENT

The value of the Endowment Fund as at 31 July 2024 was understated by £990, with the value of the General Fund

being overstated by that same amount, due to raffle income having been allocated incorrectly to the General Fund.

The opening balances of the two funds have been re-stated accordingly.
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 2022

Year ended

31/7/2021

General Restricted Endowment

Fund Fund Fund Total Total

INCOME £ £ £ £ £

General:

Members' subscriptions (note 2) 20,003 - - 20,003 -

Income tax recovered under Gift Aid 3,861 - - 3,861 -

Donations 731 - - 731 52

Fund raising events 60 - - 60 -

Endowment funds awaiting transfer to shares 238 - - 238 -

Surplus on sale/hire of scores (81) - - (81) (75)

Bank deposit interest 124 - - 124 182

Dividends 1,077 - - 1,077 831

26,014 - - 26,014 990

Concerts (note 3): - - -

Ticket sales 13,532 - - 13,532 - 

Programme sales 631 - - 631 - 

Refund from bar company - 150 - 150 -

Programme advertisement sales 63 - - 63 - 

Grant from the Josephine Baker Trust - - - - - 

14,227 150 - 14,377 -

- -

TOTAL INCOME 40,241 150 - 40,391 990

- 

SUMMARY
Year ended 

General Restricted Endowment Total 31 July 2021

FUNDS brought forward at 31 July 2021 30,986 350 30,352 61,688 61,089

30,986 350 30,352 61,688 61,089

Less:

Income for the year, as above 40,241 150 - 40,391 990

Expenditure for the year (41,216) (360) - (41,576) (4,794)

Funds transfer - - - - - 

Gain on revaluation of quoted investments - - (348) (348) 4,404

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR (975) (210) (348) (1,533) 600

FUNDS carried forward at 31 July 2022 30,011 140 30,004 £60,155 £61,688 

(page 4)

Funds

Year ended

31 July 2022

We have prepared under the historical cost convention, without carrying out an audit, the attached Statement of Assets at 5 April 2000 and accountsNOTE: The period of 21 years from the date of this Settlement.The existing child of the Settlor's son Antony Miles StroverAccumulation and Maintenance. Each grandchild becomes entitled to an interest in possession at the 
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 2022

Year ended

31/7/2021

General Restricted

Fund Fund Total Total

£ £ £ £

EXPENDITURE

Concert expenditure (note 3):

conductor's and soloists fees 6,505 - 6,505 - 

orchestra fees 13,713 - 13,713 - 

Performing Rights Society fees 346 - 346 - 

hire of hall and staging, etc. 5,125 360 5,485 150

venue staff costs - - - - 

hire of organ or keyboard 494 - 494 - 

concert lighting 1,097 - 1,097 366

orchestral scores 1,406 - 1,406 - 

printing and advertising 2,440 - 2,440 - 

agent's commission on ticket sales 976 - 976 - 

sundries 113 - 113 - 

32,215 360 32,575 516

Other expenditure:

   Rehearsal expenses conductor's fees 3,491 3,491 2,550

accompanist's fees 2,009 2,009 900

choral training 100 100 - 

hire of rehearsal hall 2,207 2,207 - 

7,807 7,807 3,450

Administration expenses: - 

   Making Music insurance 502 502 497

   Advertising & other expenses 187 187 12

   Independent examiner's fee - - - 

   Sundries 505 505 320

1,194 1,194 829

- 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 41,216 360 41,576 4,794

Year ended

31 July 2022

We have prepared under the historical cost convention, without carrying out an audit, the attached Statement of Assets at 5 April 2000 and accountsNOTE: The period of 21 years from the date of this Settlement.The existing child of the Settlor's son Antony Miles StroverAccumulation and Maintenance. Each grandchild becomes entitled to an interest in possession at the We have prepared under the historical cost convention, without carrying out an audit, the attached Statement of Assets at 5 April 2000 and accountsNOTE: The period of 21 years from the date of this Settlement.The existing child of the Settlor's son Antony Miles StroverAccumulation and Maintenance. Each grandchild becomes entitled to an interest in possession at the 
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

BALANCE SHEET
as at 31 July 2022

31 July 2022 31/7/2021

£ £

Quoted Investments, at market value:

   COIF Charities Investment Fund shares

Endowment Fund 30,959 31,307

Debtors and prepayments 3,511 4,005

Balances at:

   Barclays Bank Community account:

General Fund 8,468 10,850

   COIF Charities Deposit Fund accounts:

General Fund 5,438 4,567

Endowment Fund 10 10

   United Trust Bank Ltd 11,429 11,314

59,814 62,053

Deduct:

Creditors and Liabilities (132) (365)

Accounts payable 473 -

NET ASSETS £60,155 £61,688 

Representing:

FUNDS (page 2)

Unrestricted:

General 30,011 30,986

Restricted

Town Hall bar fund 140 350

30,151 31,336

Endowment (note 4) 30,004 30,352

£60,155 £61,688 

Approved by the trustees of the Oxford Harmonic Choir at a committee meeting on 29 November 2022 

and signed on their behalf by

Chair Secretary

We have prepared under the historical cost convention, without carrying out an audit, the attached Statement of Assets at 5 April 2000 and accountsNOTE: The period of 21 years from the date of this Settlement.The existing child of the Settlor's son Antony Miles StroverAccumulation and Maintenance. Each grandchild becomes entitled to an interest in possession at the 
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OXFORD HARMONIC CHOIR

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 2022

1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES

These accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention with items recognised at cost or

transaction value other than quoted investments which are shown at market value.

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting 

and Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard

applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

1)   Accounting Convention

The financial statements are prepared on the accruals basis.

2)   Fund Accounting

The charity has set up an endowment fund to accept donations and legacies for longer-term investment. The

income of the fund can be used for general purposes but the capital can only be drawn down by specific 

decision of the Executive Committee.

Otherwise the charity maintains a single fund which represents unrestricted income and capital which is 

expendable at the discretion of the trustees in the furtherance of the objects of the charity.  

2 MEMBERS' SUBSCRIPTIONS

The choir commenced its normal activities at the beginning of this financial year, albeit with smaller numbers,

some members being unwilling to participate whilst Covid continued to circulate

3 LOSSES ON CONCERTS

The choir undertook a full season of three concerts in the financial period.  Audience numbers were disappointing,

due principally to ungoing nervousness about Covid transmission.

Rheinberger Handel Mozart

Star of Messiah Vespers etc.

Bethlehem

Total

Receipts: sales of tickets 6008 4660 2865 13532

sales of programmes 219 234 179 631

programme advertisements 21 21 21 63

6248 4914 3065 14227

Expenses: conductor's and soloists fees 1585 2340 2580 6505

orchestra fees 4985 5149 3579 13713

hire of hall and staging costs 2025 1640 1460 5125

venue staff costs  -    -    -    -   

hire of keyboard 230 132 132 494

hire of lighting  -   366 731 1097

Peforming Rights Society fees 346  -    -   346

orchestral scores 513 678 215 1406

printing and advertising 813 894 734 2440

agent's commission on ticket sales 518 293 165 976

sundries 38 38 38 113

11051 11530 9634 32215

Total losses on the concerts 4,803 6,616 6,569 17,988

Y



5
4 ENDOWMENT FUND

To compensate for the loss of grants from Oxford City Council and Arts Council England, the trustees decided

in 2006 to set up an Endowment Fund to attract donations and legacies for longer-term investment.

The income of the fund is paid into the General Fund to support the Society's activities, but the capital can

only be used in emergency by resolution passed by a two-thirds majority of the Executive Committee, notice

of such resolution being given at least two weeks prior to the date of the meeting.

5 COVID-19

The global pandemic has continued to adversely affect our activities in the financial period.  Choir numbers have 

fallen and audiences are still wary of attending concerts.  This situation has affected many arts organisations and

we can only hope for an improving situation as confidence returns.

#



 
 

 

 

Independent examiner's report on the 
accounts  

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees of Oxford Harmonic Choir 
  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31st July 2022 Charity no 
(if any) 

1023028 

  

Set out on pages 1 – 5 
(remember  to include the page numbers of additional sheets) 

  

 
 
 
Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31st July 2022. 
 
As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the 
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 
(“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of  the Trust’s accounts carried out 
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me 
cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 
of the Charities Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 
• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements 

concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement 
that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter 
considered as part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in 
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

  

Signed: 
 Date: 6th December 2022 

  

Name: Christopher H Nurse 
  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body: 

Chartered Accountant (ICAEW) 

  

Address: TSH Professional Services Ltd 

 89 High Street,  Thame 

 Oxfordshire OX9 3EH 
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