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Independent examiner's report on the
accounts

~ ~

Report to the trusteesl
memb mof Little Steps Pre-school

On accounts for the year 2Q21
ended

Charity no 1021256
(if any)

Set out on pages

Respective
responsibilities of

trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.

The charity's trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year
under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an

independent examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to:
~ examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,

~ to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the

Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and

~ to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent
examiner's statement

Independent
examiner's statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given

by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the
accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. it also includes consideration of any unusual

items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the

trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not

provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and

consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true

and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the
statement below.

in connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention

(othsr than that disclosed below *)
1. which gives ms reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect,

the requirements:
~ to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the

Charities Act; and
~ to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and

compiy with the accounting requirements of the Charitiss Act

have not been met; or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

* Please delete the words in fhe brackets if they do not apply.

Signed:

Name:

Date:

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(if any):

'b~s ~ c=s s
~~~CC rs

IER March 2012



Address:

Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
disclose.

I ~

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material problems.

IER March 2012



AGM Meeting Minutes

Wednesday 3"November

Church Meeting Room

Present:, Sharon Hooper, Emma Bult, Claire Woodland, Sarah Williams, Helen Barham, Heather Moffat, Claire Davies,

Leanne Laird, Natasha, Chloe, Jo„SarahBult, Becky

Apologies: Verity Teal

1 Weicome

Chair welcomes everybody.

2 Minutes of the revious meetin

The chair reads and signs them

3 Pre school Leaders Re ort

Firstly, I must and most importantly say a big thankyou to Becky & Sarah who always give 110%and are a real asset to

Little Steps always going "above & beyond".

I really appreciate and value their input, enthusiasm & motivation in making little Steps a place for us to be proud of!

We started the year with some trepidation and lots of Government guidelines in place. But with no group gatherings

there was no Halloween disco, trips out or our popular Xmas Extravaganza. We did however manage a nativity with no

audience which was posted securely on You Tube for families to access and a delicious xmas lunch with much reduced

numbers. In January with yet more school closures except for keyworkers, Boris announced ag Early years settings were

to be "open for all" quite hoer vve differed from the reception year at school I' ll never know! But that's just a personal

observation! Several families decided to stay away but it wasn't long before everyone returned to their normal sessions,

I think the thought of home schooling with a preschooler running around was just too much for some.

The rest of the year passed with the continued thinking that everything would be back to normal soon,

and indeed, we managed to maintain our excellent program of activities with just a few tweaks. We had a lovely day out

at Greatwood at the end of the summer term and were joined by many of our Stay 5, play Group which we started after

Easter. I had so many people talk to me about loneliness, feelings of isolation g post-natal depression during lockdown, I

felt there was a real need for new mums to get together to share experiences. In fact, just this week I saw a photo on

Facebook of 3 babies at the soR play centre. None of the mums knew each other until they met at Stay & Play and a real

friendship formed. I count that as a real triumph and it just goes to show my gut instinct was spot on. preschool is for

making friends, no matter whether you are a child or an adult l

Reaistemd Chmity No. t021256



Unfortunately, yet again the school leavers missed out transition visits, but they all settled in well in September and I

was immensely proud of them all. We are starting to rebuild our good links with the school next year as much as the

restrictions still in place allow. By working closely, we are able to develop a strong partnership which pays dividends not

only during the year but when it comes to the transition for the children starting full time education, hopefully we will

be able to return to some degree of normality soon.

So finally, I need to thank the committee for their efforts in helping me take Uttle Steps fonvard in a very professional

manner. Without their support Ik understanding of the early year's requirements, we wouldn't be able to achieve this. I

sometimes feel I am just repeating what I said last year (or copying 8 pasting lj but in all honesty we have a formula that

works, and I mean every word.

4 7~II rt

Looking back on our last financial year —after a tricky start in September with low numbers and then with the pandemic

following, we did have times where it was all a bit worrying. However, with the sterling work of the staff, namely Helen,

in running the 100 club and with the help of government support via the furlough pay scheme we did manage to finish

the year in profit of f583.90. In total for the year, we fundraised nearly K3000. We had the Halloween disco, Christmas

extravaganza, 100 club and sponsorship for local businesses. We managed to curtail our wages bill to under 033k and

the village hali kindly agreed to no rent through the Coronavirus first lockdown meaning that our rent outgoings came in

under f2.5k for the year. We transferred f1500 across from our savings to help us when things got a bff tight. The books

have ag been audited and as soon as I have the minutes from this AGM, I will be able to submit to the charities

commission.

Looking now to the current financial year that we are in, things are looking much more positive. We had a slow start

again in September which is often the case but more so given the circumstances with people being wary of sending their

children. We applied for numerous grants and were successful in securing the variance grant which was provided by

Somerset County Council. They looked at our average grant payment for the Sep-Dec term for the past three years and

compared it to what we were receiving this year. They then paid us the difference which in our case was over 83k. With

the ongoing fundraising anil the uptake in children's places across the school year we are on course to make a profit and

to be able to pay back the 61500 into our savings account and perhaps even more. Thanks to the rises we gave the staff

a couple of years ago when we had more money, the recent changes to minimum wage has not affected us. Obviously,

come September we will need to look again at staff wages and the possibility of needing to employ another member of

staff if the register keeps on growing.

5 E~hi If

Preschool doors remained open throughout lockdown with parents gradually increasing their children's hours to bring a

bit of normality to their lives. We all continued to follow government guidelines and ensured the children and parents

followed our protocols,
We ended the year in a good financial position after obtaining some government grants and the number of children

attending the pre school increasing.

Fund raising was limited but we managed to raise some funds through the 100club and the gin raffie at Christmas

I would like to say a huge thank you to Helen, Becky and Sarah for all their commitment to keep the pre school open

during difficult times and keeping everyone safe and clean. Also thank you to Sarah Williams for liaising with us on

government and Ofsted updates, funding/grants and everything she does for us.

aegisrrred Chanty No. I021256



As the Chair of the committee, I have seen members join then leave as their children move up to big school. Some stay

for another year and some for more. I am still here, and my children left preschool 13years ago. Looking forward fingers

for a better 2021/2022

6 Election of New Committee

Position Nominee Proposed by Second by

Chair Sharon Hooper Helen Barham Emma Bult

Treasurer Verity Teat Sharon Hooper Helen gorham

Committee Members

Sharon Hooper Helen Barham Claire Woodland

Verity Teal Emma Bult Leanne Laird

Natasha Willis Jo

Sarah Williams —Book keeper/Accounts administrator

Heather Moffat and Claire Davies stepping down

7 Constitution

Committee discussed no need to have Secretary as per the pre school constitution. The requirement is For minutes to be

taken at all meetings which will be done by Sarah Williams in future.

8 AOB

Xmas extravaganta going ahead. One stallholder cancelled due to Covid concerns. Table will be used by pre school to sell

cards which were donated to pre school. Helen has asked for committee to help set up during the day. .
There is no Christmas Sanders trip this year. Nativity to go ahead hopefully vrith an audience, who can sit in family

bubbles if required. Xmas lunch has been ordered in same format as last year.

Sarah Bult had an accident in the primary school mini bus on a pre school outing. Luckily only a small bump caused by

hitting a post. No one was injured. Pre school to pay the excess as per the agreement we have with the primary school

and the loaning of the mini bus.

9 ~01 re

Wednesday 12e January 2022 venue to be confirmed

Registered Cheriir Ne 1021256


