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This last year has again been a strange and difficult time, Covid has still been with us and we were still working 

under some restrictions and guidelines. 

Thankfully and keeping to strict protocols and cleaning regimes we had very few cases and remained open throughout. 

We made some changes during covid that we have kept, we used to have parents/carers in for drop off /pick up 

but this is now done at the door, we found children settled better and we were able to get on with our day quickly 

and calmly      

Because they do not come into the setting on a regular basis, we have a parent/carer Rota that gives them the 

opportunity to come in and see their child at play and to join in with activities. Parents/Carers are encouraged if 

willing to do activities and to show us their different cultures and celebrations. 

Although we have a unique and very large outdoor space including Our Forest School Facility, our inside comprises 

of 2 small rooms, we have struggled to find space for confidential meetings and for some space for one-to-one 

time and speech & language groups. We also have children with SEN and they often need space to chill and regulate. 

We had a large outdoor sandpit that was used mainly by the foxes/cats from neighbouring houses so we utilised 

the space and have erected a shed type building and this will be used for chill out/sensory sessions along with the 

reasons listed before. 

With help from Westway Development Trust they researched funders who could support us with this project, and 

we received a generous grant of £4000 from The Hollick Family Trust. 

This has meant that once we obtained planning permission, we now have a lovely building which is insulated, has 

electrics and lovely flooring. Our next step is to kit it out with soft furnishings and sensory toys/equipment and 

then we will have a fully functioning area to support not just SEN children but all children who may need a quiet 

space/time to chill. 

Our latest cohort of children are ‘Lockdown Babies ‘who will need extra support especially regarding speech & 

Language and we now have the space for sessions to support them with this. 

Fundraising has been curtailed because of restrictions but we still raised funds from our Sponsored Egg Hunt, Tea 

Towels with childrens drawings on and from the photographer. 

Staff have continued to undertake training (mainly online) to ensure that we provide the best quality care & 

education for the children and for their own Continuous Personal Development (CPD). 

We have finally held some events that we could allow parents/carers to attend, such as our Sports Day /Leavers 

Ceremony and a Family Picnic. 

We are grateful to our landlords Notting Hill Methodist Church for their continued support and maintenance of our 

building and garden. We have recently renewed our lease which is for 7 years . 

We are very much part of the local community and have good links with the local schools. 

New Studio Preschool continues to be full and has a healthy waiting list, we have families returning with siblings 

and now have the children of parents who attended New Studio themselves and returning to be part of 

                                      ‘The New Studio Family ‘  

                     We look forward to seeing what this next year brings   

 


































