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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES, 2024 

 

The Schoenstatt Movement is one of the new movements in the Catholic Church; it was founded by Father Joseph 

Kentenich (1885-1968) and gets its name from its origin, the international place of pilgrimage at Schoenstatt near 

Koblenz, Germany. Within the international movement there are more than 25 different communities of clergy, 

religious and laity serving the work of evangelisation, active on every continent. 

 

The essential, central facility and focal point of Schoenstatt at Kearsley, Bolton is the Shrine of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary under her title of Mother Thrice Admirable. This tiny, beautiful chapel, with seating for only 24 persons, is a 

copy of the Original Shrine in Schoenstatt, Germany and is one of over 200 such shrines worldwide. Located down 

a secluded driveway off busy Manchester Road, it stands in a magnificent setting overlooking the Irwell Valley and 

the Pennine Hills of Lancashire, Yorkshire and Derbyshire. It has become an amenity for people of all faiths and 

none, to relax there, reflect, perhaps to pray and certainly to enjoy its peace and tranquillity. The Shrine was built 

by the Charity in 2000. 

 

It is estimated that at least 1500 visits have been made to the Shrine on a casual basis during 2024 including visitors 

from overseas. There is an established programme of daily Mass celebrated by the Schoenstatt Fathers, adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament and a revival of the old tradition of reciting the Angelus at mid-day and at six in the 

evening, accompanied by the ringing of the Shrine bell. Labour costs for maintenance of the Shrine and the 

surrounding gardens, is freely provided by voluntary workers as an invaluable labour of love.    

 

Another facility at the site is that of Kearsley Mount Cottage, an old, former farmhouse, purchased by the Diocese 

of Salford, and leased to the Charity for use as meeting rooms and for recreational purposes. The cottage has three 

bedrooms that enable anyone who wishes, to visit the Shrine and to have an overnight stay on a self-catering basis.  

There were few bookings of the cottage during the year from individuals and groups, including inter-

denominational groups. In a similar manner to that of the Shrine, voluntary workers provide for the maintenance of 

the cottage and its gardens. The gardens of the cottage provide a play area for children and a picnic facility. Anew 

feature largely completed during 2020 was a sensory garden.  

 

Another building on the site, owned and maintained by the Diocese of Salford, is that of the church hall of Saint 

John Fisher Parish, Kearsley. The Schoenstatt Fathers provide pastoral care of this parish community in addition to 

their services to the Charity. The church hall is used for the larger gatherings of the Charity and the Parish such as 

for Sunday Mass, Christmas and summer fairs and conferences. The local Anglican and Methodist Churches also 

make use of the hall. 

 

A large group of just under fifty people enjoyed a family week at Castlerigg in the Lake District in August. In 

accordance with tradition, the costs for children and unwaged young people were subsidised by approximately 

£4,000.00. 

 

Total income for the year was £159,867.64 and total expenditure £75,917.25. Income was a good deal higher than 

normal largely due to the receipt of three legacies totalling £136,720.65. The trustees gratefully acknowledge the 

generosity of Joan Evans, Agnes Conroy and Bernard Dunn. Tax relief on gift aid received was £2,823.98.  In 

terms of expenditure a major refurbishment of the exterior of Kearsley Mount Cottage amounted to £35,397.00. At 

the end of the year the sum of bank balances amounted to £133,743.53. 

 

There is no restricted income to record and the trustees, some years ago, determined to maintain a reserve amount 

of £10,000 against unforeseen or unexpected contingencies.  












